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AUTHENTIC AN INTERESTING 
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MISS ANN SHELDON; 


(Now Mas. ARCHER :) 


A Lady who figured, during ſeveral Years, in the 
higheſt Line of public Life, and in whoſe HIs- 
ToRY will be found, all the Viciſſitudes, which ſo 
conſtantly attend on Women of her Deſcription. 


WRITTEN BY HERSELF, 


\ 
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PRIX TED ros THE AUTHORESS, No. 2, Sr. GrokGE's- 
PLACE, ST. GEeonGE's FiELDs ; 


AND 80LD BY ALL THE BOOKSELLER, 
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ANN SHELDON, &c. 
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CHAP. ALE 


Enter upon a new Scene of Life—Take the care of 
tw? young Ladies, Miſs Forteſcue and Miſs 
Montague, belonging to Mrs. Mood -A va- 
riety of Anecdotes concerning tbem — Reſcue Ml 
them from the abominable Per ſecutions . that 
infamous Woman. | 


f laſt extraordinary affray pro- | 
duced ſome good effect on my , 
landlord, who now offered to yicl.l 
up my -engagement of his lodgings 
A 3 0 for 
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for the remainder of the term, if 1 
would quit them j—a propoſal on 
his part, which was very readily re- 
ceived on mine; and I went to Mrs, 
Mood, a mantua»maker in Swallows 


ſtreet, one of the convenient tribe, 


to inform her of my ſituation, and to 
alk her advice: when ſhe informed 
me, that ſhe had an houſe in Pol/and- 


fireet, in the intriguing line, with 


two very elegant women in it, and 
propoled my undertaking its direc- 
tion, on terms very advantageous to 
my elf. In ſhort, I was to have my 
board, lodging, and the privilege of 
ſeeing my own friends, for the mere 
trouble of managing the houſe, and 


receiving the profits of it for the be- 
nefit of Mrs. //ood. 


The 
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The young ladies, who were board- 
ers in the houſe, were, a Miſs For- 
feſcue and a Miſs Montague, to whom 
I made myſelf as agreeable as poſ- 
ſible, by paying them every atten- 
tion when they were at home, and 
accompanying them to every place of 
public diverſion to which they ex- 
preſſed a deſire to go. 


At this time Doctor Brocꝶleſby be- 
came violently enamoured of me, and 
gave me plenty of money. In ſhort, 
I, and the girls between us, got mo- 
ney ſo faſt, that we were determined 
to ſet up a carriage, which we accor- 
dingly did, and made no inconſi— 
derable figure in the meretricious 
world; while I generally had from 
five to ten guineas ready to pay 
every morning to Mr. Hood, a ſtu- 

pid 
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pid penurious old fellow, who was 
| Mrs. //ood's huſband, and never fail- 
ed to come to receive his daily pro- 
fits; when in return, the old raſcal— 
ly curmudgeon uſed to bring us a mi- 
[| ſerable kind of ſalt fiſh, and little 
[| better than offal meat, by way of 
| proviſions for our couvent, I was, 
[ however, too good a guardian mother 
to ſuffer myſelf or my flock to be ſo 
| ill fed; for the cook had orders to 
| diſpoſe of Mr. J//-0d's dainties as ſhe 
thought proper, and to go in ſearch 
of the beſt that were to be found 
in- the ſhops of the neighbouring 
. butchers, fiſhmongers, and poul- 
| terers. 7 


Thus we proceeded, flaunting 
about the town, and getting rich for 
the hour, when Mrs. Mood began to 
think 
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think ſhe had a right to ſome dedue- 


tions on my profits, as well as thoſe 
of the young ladies; but that article 
was neither in my agreement, nor by 
any means ſuited to my inclination. 
In ſhort, we began rather to be diſ- 
ſatisfied with each other, Words at 
length enſued, and the amiable Mrs. 
Wood, who had been continually 
forcing cloaths upon the young wo- 
men, and had, of courſe, got them 
into her debt, eſpecially Mifs For- 
teſcue, threatened to arreſt her, if I 
did not ſubmit to the terms the pro- 
poled. 


My readers need not, I fear, be in- 


formed, that my ſpirit was not of a 


texture to brook this kind of beha- 
viour ; and I had accordingly formed 
a little plan to quit the manſion, and 

A 5 take 
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take the covey. with me. But the 
good Mrs. Hood, ſuſpecting the de- 
ſign, came to the houle, attended by 
a_couple of ſheriff's officers, to put 
her threats in execution againſt poor 
Miſs Forteſcue. But I was an expe- 
rienced General in this kind of at- 
tack, and knew. how to arrange 
every thing for an able defence. The 
moment, therefore, I ſaw the ene- 
my at the gate, I deſired Miſs For- 
zeſcue to retire to her chamber, lock 
herſelf in, and open the door to no 
one. Having thus put her in a place, 
which was Bum-bailiff proof, I took 
the inventory of the goods, which 
the houſe contained, 1n my hand, aud 
opened the door without helitation, 


On their entrance, one of the ruf- 
fians attempted to ruſh up the ſtair- 
4 calc, 
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caſe, when an active and vehement 


application of my right hand to the 


{kirt of his coat, not only brought 
him down the ſteps he had gained, 
with ſome expedition, but laid him 
at his length in the paſſage. I then 
informed Mrs. Mod and her party, 
that I was in poſſeſſion of the houſe, 
and was anſwerable for whatever 1t 
contained according to the inventory 
I then held in my hand: that I ſup- 


poſed they were come to rob me, and 


that if they did not immediately re- 


tire, I would ſoon let the neighbour- 
hood know my fituation, and ſcream 


forth for ſuccour and protection from 


ſuch an outrage. 


The ſheriff's officers began to be 


doubtful as to the errand, and Mrs. 
Mood, who was not only fo amazed 
. | 77 
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at my extraordinary proceedings in 
her own houſe, as to be deprived of 
all power of reply, but fearing at 
the ſame time, if any diſturbance 
took place, that the frequent me- 
naces of the neighbours to indite her 
would be at length put in execu- 
tion, ſhe thought proper to bid her 
attendants retire; when TI told her, 
in the preſence of a gentleman of. the 
law, whom I had fent for, and who 
was now arrived, that if ſhe would 
come within an hour, and be unac- 
companied with the miſcreants whom 
ſhe had in waiting, that I would look 
over the inventory with her, and 
give her up the keys of the houſe. 
After ſome remonſtrances, as well as 
threats againſt poor Miſs Forteſcue, 
which ſhe found had no effect on my 
reſolution, the lady condeſcended to 
yield to my propoſal, and agreed to call 
the 
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the next morning, in order to put it 
in execution. 


In the mean time I was not idle 
lodgings were that very evening pro- 
cured for the ladies, and all their 
property ſafely conveyed to them :— 
ſo that, the following day, when 
Mrs. Wood hadexamined the houſe, 
&c. with me and my lawyer, and 
had found every thing right, accord- 
ing to the contents of the invento— 
ry, ſhe began to make ſome very ſe- 
rious enquiries concerning two arti— 
cles which were not contained in the 
paper, meaning Miſs Forteſcue and 
Miſs M-ntague ; when I informed her 
very coolly, that the pigeons were 
fled, and as ſoon as I had delivered 
up the keys I then held in my hand, 
1 9 take my flight alſo.— She 

threatened, 
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threatened, and I laughed —ſo, leav- 
ing her to fret and fume as beſt ſuit- 
ed her diſpoſition, I went and joined 
the party I had ſent before me, with 
whom ] ſtayed for a few days, till I 
could accommodate myſelf with an 
apartment to my ſatis faction. 


Mrs. Wood, however, was indefa- 
tigable in her malice, for ſhe con- 
trived to have Miſs Forteſeue arreſted 
for an enormous and unconſcionable 
bill of ninety pounds ;—and I was. 
equally active in fruſtrating her de- 
ſigns againſt that perſecuted girl; — 
for, by a little management, a ſuffi- 
cient bail, of a convenient kind, was 
procured, and a gentleman taking her 
abroad with him ſoon afterwards, ſhe 
was out of her enemy's reach; and 
the bail not being forth-coming: 

when 
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when they were called upon, nor to 
be diſcovered when ſearch was made 
after them, Mrs. }/ood was naturally 
ſaddled with a bill of coſts the well 


merited puniſhment of her notorious 
conduct. 
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CHAS 


Retire again to Lambeth with a Mr. Frederick, 
a Dutch Merchant In a Frelick diſoblige and 
loſe him His Place ſupplied for a ſhort Time 
by Captain Beckford of the Guards — Am ſeized 


with a violent Fever, and plunged into a diſ- 


treſſed Situation—Deſerted in Conſequence— 
Relieved by the Duke of Leeds and Duke of 
Grafton—Again reconciled to Mr. Malſing- 


ham. 


Now thought proper to quit town 
onc more, and made another re- 
treat to Lambeth, where I took an 
apartment at the houſe of a Mrs. 
Walden, — Here I made an acquaint- 


ance, and a very profitable one, with 


a Mr. Frederick, a Dutch Merchant. 
This 
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This gentleman was exceedingly 
fond of me, and gave nie all thoſe 
proofs of regard which were moſt ſa- 
tisfactory, for he ſupplied me with 
plenty of money, aud indulged my 
vanity in all the elegance of per- 
ſonal decoration. I lived with this 
worthy gentleman for ſome time, 
and might, according to all appear- 
ance, have continued with him 
while he lived, but my wayward for- 
tune, —or rather my wayward folly, 
which was continually at war with 
my fortune, put an end at once to 
this very advantageous connecc ion. 


Mr. Frederick was a man who pol- 
ſcfled a thouſand good qualities, but 
was not without. the peculiarities of 
his country and education : Among 
the reſt, he was very particular as to 


his 
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his dreſs, and extremely attentive to 
that part of it which decorated his 
head; and ſuch a fool was I, as in 
one of my mad-cap fits, when we 
were drinking tea at a public place, 
and in company with ſeveral other 
perſons, to take off his wig and throw: 
it, in all the pride of bag and buc- 
kle, into a tub of water. This 
piece of vivacity coſt me dear for 
ſo extremely offended was he with 
me on the occaſion, that he returned 
immediately to my lodgings, took 
away the cloaths he had there, and I 
ſaw him no more, 


This was a circumſtance of no 
ſmall mortification to me; but the 
miſchief was done, and my only re- 
medy was, to forget my own folly, 
by availing myſelf of the folly of 

ſome 


ANN SHELDON. 19 


ſome other perſon; and ſuch an one 
I ſoon found in Captain Beckford, of 
the Horſe Guards, who was a very 
amiable plealing man, but not ſo ge- 
nerous as to attach me to him ; and 
whoſe viſits, which were very con- 
ſtant for ſome little time, were, upon 
the whole, diſadvantageous to me, 
by preventing the attentions of 


others of ſuperior generoſity to him- 
ſelf, | 


Such gallants as this gentleman 
were by no means calculated to en- 
creaſe my treaſury, and a viſitor now 
made its appearance which moſt effec- 
tually emptied it this was no leſs 
than a violent fever, which I caught 
at a dance, and brought on all the ex- 
pence of nurſes, doctors, and me— 
dicines.— Indeed, ſo heavy were my 


diſburſe- 
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diſburſements, and ſo flow my re- 
covery, that I was obliged to apply 
to beſt part of my cloaths to ſupply 
my wants.—Thus reduced, and fee- 
ble, every thing going out, and no- 
thing coming in, my diſtreſſes threat- 
ened to preſs very hard upon me, 
when I took courage to apply to that 
excellent nobleman the Duke of 
Leeds, merely on the 1dea of his be- 


nevolent character, when the event 


juſtified my confidence in his Grace's 
goodneſs, by being immediately fa- 
voured with a preſent of. ten gui— 
neas. Having had ſome acquaint- 
ance with Nancy Parſons, I made a 
ſimilar application to the Duke of 
Graſion, and received a fimilar re- 
turn.—Theſe were great reliefs to 
me in my unhappy fituation, and 

5 tended 
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tended more than pillor potion to 
haſten my recovery. 


The firſt object of my returning 
health was to produce, if poſlible, a 
return of my proſperity, and I took 
an early opportunity to call upon my 
friend Miſs Hudſom to give me her 
aſſiſtance.— This ſhe readily pro- 
miſed, and undertook, without de- 
lay, to introduce me to a Captain 
IVarmſley, of Burgoyne's Dragoons, 
who was repreſented as a gentleman 
that poſſeſſed the capacity of being 
generous, as well as the - diſpoſition 
to generoſity. We accordingly took 
a poſt-chaiſe, and went directly to 
Croydon. where the troop*was quar- 
tered. Here I was preſented to Cap- 
tain Warmſley, who received me with 
great politeneſs, and the next day, 

with 
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with a party of his friends, accom- 
panied us to town. To Mrs. Thorn- 
ton's, in Covent Garden, our heroes 
conducted us, and not only enter- 
tained us with elegance, but reward- 


ed us amply. 


The next morning a woman came 
with a requeſt to ſpeak to me in pri- 
vate, and on my giving her an au- 
dience, ſhe informed me that a gen- 
tleman at her houſe, which was at 
the corner of Tavi/ftock-court, wi ſhed 
very much to ſpeak to me. Iimme- 
diately called Mrs. Thornton aſide, to 
expreſs my apprehenſions, that this 
meſſage was nothing leſs than ſome 
Body. tra which was ſet for me; but 
the was of a different opinion, and 
advited me by all means to go, aſ- 


luring me at the ſame time, that, if 


It 


jt ſhould prove as I ſuſpected, ſhe was 
there ready to bail me. — Thus en- 
couraged, I proceeded to the houſe, 
and when I entered the room, who 


ſhould.I perceive this gentleman to 
be, but Mr. Walſingham. 


I was 'agrecably diſappointed at 


meeting with him, when J really ex- 


pected a gentleman of a very differ- 


ent character; and though I natural- 
ly looked for a pretty ſevere lecture, 
on account of my late conduQ, I can- 
not but acknowledge, that my heart, 
which, in all its vagaries, was very 
partial to him, rejoiced now at the 
ſight of him, with all the rights he 
poſſeſſed to reproach me: nor did 
he fail of his accuſtomed admoni— 
tions—for he ſet his back againſt the 
door to prevent any poffibility of 


my 
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my eſcape—** And here,” ſaid he, 
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I have found you at laſt, in this 
miſerable ſcene of every thing that 
is ruinous and deteſtable, and, as 


I perceive, in the high road to de- 


ſtruction Here dolſee you, paint- 
ed like a jezebel, and battered like 
a poſt-horſe, without a real friend 
in the world but myſelf—and do- 
ing every thing you can to put it 
out of my power to exerciſe any 
friendſhip towards you. How-— 
ever,” continued he, «I ſhall in- 
ſiſt on ſettling you once more, and 
I will not ſuffer you to leave this 
room till you have promiſed me, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, to 
quit theſe infamous haunts, and 
ſubmit yourſelf again to my di- 
rection.“ 


I pro- 


ps ww Ea ET 


ANN SHELDON. 25 


I promiſed him all obedience with- 


out heſitation, and, at the time, with 
real ſincerity. I then told him of 
my abode at Lambeth; but could 
not refiſt the ſuggeſtion of my evil 
genius in deceiving him, on his en- 
quiries, concerning the ſtate of my 
debts, by informing him of juſt one 
third of their amount. Well,” 
ſaid he,“ I will pay what you owe, 


% and ſettle you again in a decent 


and comfortable way; —ſo giving 
me a note of twenty pounds, he told 
me to pay that away as far as it 


would go, and that he would bring 


me the reſt at night, though it would 
probably be at a late hour, as it was 
expected there would be a very long 
day in the Houſe of Commons, 
where he was then going. He now 


took his leave, with many expreſ- 


Vor i. B ſions 
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tons of concern for my welfare, and 
I returned home in high ſpirits, on 
reflecting at my unexpected, and as 
I may with great truth add, unme- 
rited good fortune, in being reſtored 
to his affection. 


In the evening I told my ſervant 
to leave one of the ſhutters of the 


window open, and that when ſhe 
heard any one at the door to look out, 


and if it was agall gentleman, to let 
him in without ſaying a ſingle word, 
and conduct him to my bed-cham- 


ber. I waited till about eleven 


o'clock, and then went to bed, 
where I had not been above half an 
hour before there was a rap at the 


door; and the maid, ſeeing it was a 


tall gentleman, anſwered him, that 
her lady was at home, and con- 


ducted 
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ducted him without ceremony to my 
room: —on his entering it he un- 
drew the curtains, and, after telling 
me that he had ſeen me at the window 
a few days before, he was come to 
know if I was engaged; and as he ſaw 
that I was alone, he ſhould certainly 
take the liberty of remaining there 
all night. By thistime I was recovered 
from my ſurpriſe, and aſſured him 
it was a liberty I ſhould by no means 
allow; and, throwing my bed-gown 
haſtily over me, I jumped out of 
bed, and, ſeizing one of my ſhoes, 
I began beating my unexpected vi- 
ſitor in a very unexpected manner 
over the head with it, ſo that he 
thought a retreat was the wiſeſt mea- 
ſure, and he made his with all the 
expedition in his power. I had 

B 2 ſcarct 
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ſcarce recovered from this rencon- 
tre, when Mr. Walſingbam himſelf 
arrived, to laugh with me at the 
event of the evening. 


4 
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CHAT. AL. 


Ar. Walfingham places me in a private Houſe in 
Falcot- place Lambeth. to Board and Lodge 
with the Family, repreſentins bimſe!f as a 
Mer chant, and me as his Id ie. Live more 
comfortably than 1 had done for many Years. 
Our real Situation diſcovered, and turned out 
of the Houſe. —Freſa Difficulties ariſe—Am 
pur ſued by the Sheri Officers, and to eſcape 
from them, leap ou! of a Two Pair of Stairs 
Window, by which I receive a Hurt in my 
les, that cenfines me for Nine Weeks. 


HE next morning Mr. WValfng- 
ham began to converſe about 
ſome plan of ſettling me in a more 
decent and comfortable manner than 
I had hitherto been, and for this pur- 
poſe he wiſhed to find out an honeſt 
family, where I might board and 
B 3 lodge, 
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lodge, and that he would repreſent 
himſelf as a merchant in the city, 
and paſs for my hufband. This 
ſcheme being agreed on, I went in 
ſearch of a ſuitable fituation, and at 
length found out a Mr. Leponear's, 
in Walcot Place, Lambeth, where I 
agreed for board and lodging at two 
| guineas a week, The next day Mr. 
I/alfingham took his cockade out of 
his hat and accompanied me in a 
coach to the place, where he arranged 
1 the whole of the buſineſs; and paſſ- 
ing himſelf off for a merchant, with 
no common addreſs, he recommend- 
ed his dearly beloved wife, when- 
ever his buſineſs obliged him to be 
abſent, to the friendly care of Mr, 
and Mrs. Leponear. 


I now 
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I now removed to my new fitua- 
tion, was at length placed in a mo- 
deſt houſe, and enjoyed the ſociety 
of modeſt people.—But my days of 
_ .honourable character were not de- 
ſtined to laſt ;—for my retreat was 
ſoon diſcovered by ſeveral ladies of 
my acquaintance, who uſed to come 
in coach-fulls to ſee me, while Cap- 
_ tain Walmſley was daily perſecuting 
me with meſſages or letters. But this 
was not all, — for while I was merely 
ſuſpected of gaiety,there did not gm 
to have been any uneaſineſs; but 
ſome one in the employ of the Ad- 
miralty, told Mrs. Leponear's ſervant 
my mercantile rib was no huſband 
of mine ;—and that inſtead of being 
in trade he was a Captain in the na- 


vy; and no leſs a perſon than the 


Honourable Boyle Walfingham. 
B 4 This 
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This intereſting piece of intelli— 
gence ſoon found its way from the 
maid to the miſtreſs, who immedi- 
ately became extremely diſagreeable 
on the occaſion, and whole character 
was tremblingly alive at the diſgrace 
of having a kept woman under the 
ſame roof. In ſhort, ſhe gave her- 
ſelf ſo many airs, and was ſo conti- 
nually exerciſing her impertinencies 
on my ſubject, that I paid her for 
the unexpired part of my term, and 
removed to a Mr. SPDANAON'S. at the 


E „ 


very next door. 


Mrs. Lefonear was now rid of her 
diſgraceful companion, but the began 
to find ſhe was alſorid of two guineas 
a week, and the felt this latter cir- 
cumſtance the more, as my money had 
been given up to her by Mr. Leponear 

I for 
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for her own peculiar uſe. This expe- 
rience, and the reflections conſequent 
upon it, ſoon changed the lady's rigid 
ſcruples into a ſenſe of her folly— 
a repentance for having committed 
it, and the molt ſincere deſire to have 
me again. Such a diſpoſition was 
ſoon communicated to me, and as the 
ſociety of ſuch a woman was an 
agrement which 1 had not at Mr. 
Shannon's, I was very willing to re- 
new our acquaintance, which ſoon 
ended in my retaking poſſeſſion of 


my former apartment. 


The falling out of friends 1s the 
ſtrengthening of friendſhip, — and 
Mrs. Leponear now unfolded her real 
diſpoſitions and character to me; nor 
could it but be flattering to me, to 
find that ſuch an elegant woman as 


*s herſelf 
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herſelf was adorned with many of 
my agreeable accompliſhments. She 
loved dreſs and pleaſure as well as 
myſelf, ſo that we were never ſepa- 
rate, and not often at home, but en- 
gaged in one continual round of pub- 
hc amuſements. | 


Mr. I eponear was naturally an ca- 
ſy, good-humoured, indulgent cha- 
raQer, but our raking lives and late 
hours at length got the better of his. 
patience, and if we did not return 
home before twelve o'clock we al- 
ways found the door {hut againſt us, 
This, however, was no very great 
obſtacle, as we uſed to deſcend into 
the area, and get through the kitch= 
en window. The good man then 
locked the iron gate, but that was 
over-leaped, for we always contrived, 
| with 
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with the aſſiſtance of the coachman, 
to get over the rails; ſo that, at laſt, 
this perſecuted poor man, finding 
there were no poſſible means of keep- 
ing his wite within doors or without, 
applied to Mr. Walfnghan to remove 
me, or he muſt otherwiſe remove 
himſelf; but however: violent he 
might be for the moment, no reſolu- 


tions of that kind were taken; on 


the contrary, the very next day, he 
was ſo obliging as to ſtep forward in 


my behalf, and on an occaſion when 


the moſt promiting friends are fre- 
quently found to give way. 


Mrs. Leponcar and myſelf had 
formed a plan to go to Vauxhall, and 
we were on the road to town to pur- 
chaſe ſome little millinery for that 
purpoſe ; when Mr. Spencer, a very 

0:0: civil 
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civil ſheriff's officer, whom I had the 
honour of knowing, and who was li- 
terally well acquainted with me, 
ſtopped the coach, and getting into 
it, informed me, that he had a writ 
againſt me at the ſuit of my good 
friend Mrs. Thornton, fo well known 
under the Piazza of Covent Garden, 
for the payment of poundage, or five 
ſhillings in the pound for money got 
in her houſe. 


My friend, Mrs. Leponear, who 
had been unuſed to this kind of buſi- 
neſs, fainted away in the carriage, 
and it was {ome time before ſhe reco- 
vered, when I encouraged her, by 
my antics, to bear that misfortune 
for me which I knew 1o well how to 
bear for myſelf. After a little while 
ſhe began to ſupport herſelf tolerably 

| well, 
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well, and very kindly accompanied 
me to the houſe of the officer. 


Here I found that Mrs. Thornton's 
demand, which was only five pounds, 
and was claimed on the ſcore of that 
infamous extortion which ſuch exe- 
crable procureſſes as herſelf practice 
on the unhappy creatures whom miſ- 
fortune, for their greater puniſh- 
ment, throws into ſuch diabolical 
clutches, —was followed by a variety 
of other ſuits, amounting 1n all to 
near ay hundred pounds but I was 
now determined to avail myſelf of 
my legal character as a married wo- 
man, and ſet the whole band of my 
proſecutors at defiance. 


Mrs. Leponear bchaved in a moſt 
friendly manner on this occaſion, for 


ſhe 
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ſhe not only ſtaid with me at the of- 
ficer's houte till the bail was pro- 
cured, but herſelf procured her huſ- 
band to be the bail. As the arreſt 
was made on the Saturday afternoon 
I was obliged to ſtay till Monday 
morning before the buſineſs could be 
fettled; but I was then ſet at liberty, 
to the no ſmall diſappointment of 
Mother Thornton, 'who had conjured 
up this demand, and perſuaded 
others to join in perfecuting me, for 
no other reaſon but becauſe I did not 
frequent her houſe, and bring griſt 


to her mill. — But as the lived, an in- 


famous life, ſhe died a miſerable 
death, though too ſoon for the ap- 
proaching vengeance of thoſe laws 
which ſhe had ſo long and ſo ſhame- 
fully violated.. 


But 
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But the ſpirit of perſecution was 
now in full chaſe of me, for I had 
not been returned home an hour be- 
fore my milliner brought me ſome 
articles which I had ordered, and 
while I was preparing to pay her the 
bill, a couple of ſheriff's officers 
were at the door in chairmens great 
coats, with pretended letters for me, 
in order to gain admittance to arreſt 
me for it ; nay, at the very moment 
that I had the money in my hand for 
the purpoſe, an alarm was given me 
from below, for the feHows had got 
into the houſe by the area door, and 
though the milliner herſelf attempt- 
ed to hold me, I got looſe, ran up 
ſtairs, and locked myſelf in a back 
room that overlooked the garden. 
When the raſcals had got to the firſt 
floor, I overheard the milliner in- 
4 forming 
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forming them that I was in the ſe⸗ 
cond ; but, being determined not to 
be taken this time, and in ſucha ma- 
licious manner, I threw up the win- 
dow, and leaped boldly into the gar- 
den. I inſtantly found one of my 
legs fo extremely hurt, that I could 
not put 1t to the ground ; but never- 
theleſs, ſuch was my reſolution, that 
I contrived, I know not how, to get 


over the wall into the adjoining gar- 


den, and crawled into the houſe, 


where I had ſcarce time to tell my 


ſtory, when I fainted in ſuch a man- 


ner as to make the good people ap- 


prehend that my laſt fit was paſſed. 


The purſuers now finding that 


their prey had eſcaped them, went 


their way, and the wretch of a mil- 
liner, after having received a very 
ſevere 
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ſevere chaſtiſement, which ſhe had 
reaſon to remember for ſome time, 
was ſuffered to take her departure. 


When the coaſt was clear I was 
carried home, and a ſurgeon imme- 
diately ſent for.—My leg was now 
ſwelled to a monſtrous fize, and 
it was ſome days before it could be 
ſo reduced as to determine what was 
the injury, when it turned out to be 
nothing leſs than a fracture. Mr. 
Wallinzham was ſent to on the occa- 
ſion, and behaved to me with the 
molt tender regard during the whole 
of my illneſs, which was a very long 
one, for it was nine weeks before 1 
could croſs my chamber. 


During my confinement Captain 
Walmſley was continually ſending to 
{ce 
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ſee me, but Mrs, Leponear very pru- 
dently inſiſted that no one ſhould 
come near me, at this period, but Mr, 
Walfingham.—At length, however, 
the uſe of my legs was reſtored to me, 
and, with the power of gadding 
abroad, the deſire returned in all its 
former vivacity, - 


CHAP, 
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Receive an Invitation from Captain Walmſley to 
an Entertainment at Croyden, which I accept, 
being in the humour for a frolic, — Per- 
ſuades Mrs. Leponear (the Wife of the Per- 
fon with whom I lodged) to accompany me.— 
Both get into diſgrace at Home, and Mr. 
Walſingham leaves me.—Return to my Old 
Way of Living, at Mrs. Pike's in Wells-ſtreet, 

. where I was reduced by the arts of that Wo- 
man, to the greateſt Diſtreſs. -Relieved bj Sir 


Alexander Gilmour, 


me an invitation to go down to 
dine with him at Croydon, and to bring 
Mrs. Leponear along with me, for 
which purpoſe he had ordered a 


chaiſe and four to attend us the next 


day. 


APTAIN Walmſley had now ſent. 
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day.—My friend Mrs. Leponear was 
as willing toengage 1n this ſcheme as 
myſelf, but we knew not how to ar- 
range matters ſo as to deceive both 
our gentlemen. Mr. Walſing bam, 
however, happening to call on me 
that morning, I told him that Mrs, 
Leponear and myſelf were going to 
Enfield, to ſee her father-in-law, who 
was extremely 1ll, and that we 
ſhould not return that night. With 
this account he was perfectly ſatis- 
fied, and went his way, and I im- 
mediately commanicated how I had 
ſettled the matter with Mr. Wal- 
fingham, to Mrs. Leponear ; ** Why 
then,“ ſaid ſhe, «+ I muſt tell my 
husband that I am going to ac- 
„ company you to ſee your father 
« who is very ill, ſo that with the 


& aſſiſtance of both our fathers, we 


ſhall 
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e ſhallmake out a very pleaſant day.” 
Mr. Leponear made ſome little 
objection at firſt, but ſoon conſented ; 
and we, under pretence of going to 
take an hackney coach, went to the 
Dog-and Duck, where the poſt chaiſe 
and four was waiting for us, and 1n 
which we went off, as faſt as money 
could bribe the poſtillions, to our 
Croydon party. 


But poor Mr. Leponear, who was 
uſed to our tricks, took it into 
his fooliſh noddle, to watch our 
motions, and ſaw us, inſtead* of mov- 
ing ſoberly in an hackney coach to- 
wards Poplar, bounce madly off in a 
chaiſe and four for God knows where. 
At length, he traced the chaiſe, and 
found its deſtination, which made 
him almoſt outrageous, —but when 

| I night 
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night came and we did not return, 
he was quite ſo ;—for our getting 
away from Croyden that night was 
not in the chapter of poſſibilities. 


In the mean time we were moſt 
elegantly entertained, the whole 
corps of officers being there, with 
the band of the regiment, &c. ſo 
that we had every reaſon to be ſa- 
tisfied with the attention paid us; 
Mrs. Leponear, indeed, grew extreme- 
ly uneaſy towards the evening, but 
as there was no getting away, ſhe 
flept with the maid, and in the 
morning we held a council of war, 
in what manner to reconcile our good 
men to us on our return home. 
Many ſchemes were formed, but 
none of them ' feemed to pro- 
miſe much ſucceſs, only that Cap- 

tain 
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tain Walmſley promiſed if Mr. Wal- 


ing bam ſhould quit me, on account of 
this frolic, that I ſhould immediately 
go and hve with him. As for poor 
Mrs. Leponear, ſhe was conſidered as 
a married woman, and having been 
guilty of nothing but an indiſcretion, 
a ſcolding from her husband it was 
thought, was all the inconvenience 


ſhe could ſuffer. 


At length, however, we ſet off 
for town, and many a fine ſtory we 
had framed to ſatisfy our friends at 
Lambeth, and when we came to Ken- 
fington we ordered the two foremoſt 
horſes off, and made the other poſti- 
lion ride on the bar, as if it were a 
returned poſt chaiſe; and in this 
manner we arrived at Walcot-place, — 
but the moment we drove up. to the 

door 
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door we ſaw that our plans were all 
defeated; for who ſhould be at the 
window, in cloſe converſation, but 
Mr. Walfingham and Mr. Leponear:— 
it ſeems the latter had been to in- 
form the other of our eſcape, and 
they ſoon came to that explanation 
which diſcovered all our plot; when 
they returned to Mr. Leponear's houſe 
to wait our arrival, or to make ſome 
further diſcoveries concerning our 


projects. 


The moment they ſaw us the gen- 
tlemen ſeparated, - and the moment 
we entered, we ſeparated alſo; Mrs. 
Leponear went into her dreſſing room, 
and I buſtled into mine. As I heard 
Mr. Walſingbam walking about the 
drawing-room, I thought I might. 
have my lecture and my diſcharge at 
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as well as laſt, ſo I ventured to face 
him ; and on my entering the room, 
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Well,” ſaid he, © madam, how 
faſt your ſervant can lye.” 
what do you mean by my ſervants 


lying?“ anſwered J.“ I mean, 


7 
Mrs. impertinence, that ſhe told me 


you were only gone to take a walk 
as far as the turnpike, when you 
have been out ever ſince yeſter- 
day, along with a troop of horſe 


at Croydon. All this, madam,“ con- 


tinued he,“ will never do; and J 


vc 
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would have you to know that I 


did not engage to provide you 
with a poſt chaiſe every day in the 
week.” — © And you have no 


right to complain,” replied T, 


if your money does not pay for it: 
no, I ſuppoſe,” ſaid he, * the 
troop pays for it; but be that as it 
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% may; I placed you here to live 
e retired and comfortable, and if you 
„ are determined to change your 
„ plan, I ſhall certainly change 
% mine;” and without adding an- 
other word, he went down ſtairs, 
and immediately left the houſe. 


He was no ſooner gone than 1 
hurried away to Mrs. Lepoxear to 
learn her fate, and inform her of 
mine, for I did not expect Mr. Wal- 


 - fngham would return. But all was 


in ſuſpenſe with reſpect to her; and, 
for a long melancholy fortnight did 
we ſit cooped up in her dreſſing room, 
without a ſingle creature being ſuf- 
fered to come near us, till Mr. Lepo- 
near and his brother had made their 
enquiries at Croydon and elſewhere, 
concerning Mrs. Leponear”s conduct; 

| 4 when 


ANN SHE LD O N. 51 


when not diſcovering any thing that 
amounted to more than a mere indiſ- 
cretion, he began to relent and a per- 
fect reconciliation took place between 
them. 


In a few days after, Mr. Walfing- 
ham paid me a viſit, and behaved 
with as much good-nature and plea- 
ſantry as if nothing had happened to 
offend him. But the next day he 
ſent me a letter by a gentleman, 
which contained a bank note of fifty 
pounds, and an injunction to take 
a lodging in town and ſend my ad- 
dreſs to him when I was ſettled, 
that he might call upon me, before 
he went into the country. 


As from the manner, as well as 


matter of this letter, I concluded he 
Q 2 was 
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was on the point of quitting me, I 


heſitated at firſt whether I ſhould 
ſubmit to his defire ;—but all things 


conſidered, a removal from my pre- 
ſent ſituation was neceflary ; and I 
ſent to Mrs. Pike in Welli treet, who 
has already been mentioned in theſe 
Memoirs, to procure me a lodging; 
ſhe happened to have, at that time 
a firſt floor at my ſervice, and as I 
had no ſervant, I agreed to board 
with her. This buſineſs being ar- 
ranged, I bid adieu to my friend 
Mrs. Leponear, with whom I had 
enjoyed ſo much pleaſure, and play- 
ed ſo many pranks, to return to my 
former courle of promiſcuous life, 


The very day. of my removal 1 
ſent to inform Mr. /Falfingham of my 


new habitation, and the letter had not 


been 
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diſpatched a coupte of hours before 
he was with me; when, with much 


coolneſs and diſtance of behaviour, he» 


told me that he was going to Windſor 
for ſome time, and that if I wanted 
any thing I knew where to write. — 
This viſit was always a perfect enig- 
ma to me; for I wrote to him again 
and again, and never found that any 
notice was taken of my letters; ſo 
that he might as well have with- 
drawn himſelf from me in. ſilence, 


and not given me the additional mor- 


tification of deſiring me to apply to 
him for affiſtance which he never in- 
tended to afford. 


cs myſelf therefore en- 
tirely ſeparated from him, I ad- 


dreſſed myſelf to Captain Walmſtey, 
who immediately came to ſee me, 
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but inſtead of that ardent, enraptured 
lover he had fo lately declared him- 
ſelf, I found him alſo metamorphoſed 
into a careleſs indifferent viſitor, 
He brought me indeed a preſent of 
a ſuit of linen, which might be 
worth five or ſix guineas, —and that 
was all; for on my informing him 
of my rupture with Mr. Waifingham, 
he expreſſed himſelf extremely con- 
cerned for it on my account, and 
adviſed me to try every method in 
my power to recall him to me. — In 
ſhort, after this interview I ſaw him 
no more. | | 


This circumſtance mortified me 
beyondexpreflion,for though Captain 
Walmſley was neither young nor 


| handſome, he was rich and generous; 


he had paid a conſiderable fum of 


money 
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money for me during my illneſs, 
and had always profeſſed himſelf fo 
firmly attached to me, that depend- 
ing as I did upon his protection, I 
had. ſhewn more indifference than J 
ought to have done, to Mr. Walſing- 
ham's menace of ſeparating himſelf 
from me. Thus was I at laſt left to 
myſelf, and to the chance of that 
proſtitution which now threatened 
to be barren of its former advantages. 


But I was not in immediate diſ- 
treſs, for I had at leaſt an hundred 
pounds in my pocket, and plenty of 
cloaths, when I went to Mrs. Pike's, 
and I received alſo ſome very genteel 
preſents from Colonel Harcourt, Cap- 
tain Naſh and Captain Pitcocł of the 
Croydon corps, who all condemned 

84 Captain 
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Captain Falmſley for his perfidious 


behaviour to me. 


At length, however, my money 


was exhauſted—and my cloaths were 


exhauſting ;—indeed, I ſtayed with 
Mrs. Pike till I had fcarce a ſhoe to 
my foot; and that good woman, 
in the true ſpirit of her trade, when 
ſhe found my money all ſpent, my 
friends all aloof, and my cloaths all 
pawned, very naturally wanted to 
get me out of her houſe; and, as 
among other kindneſſes, ſhe had 
perſuaded me to run in debt, where- 
ever I could get credit; ſhe now per- 
ſuaded me to ſhelter myfelf from the 


- purſuit of my creditors, by retiring 


from her houſe, which indeed was 
her principal object, into the verge 
of the court, 


I had 
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I had no alternative, for if I had 
reſiſted her ſuggeſtion ſhe would 
have got me arreſted where I was; 
ſo, with the cloaths upon my back, 
which was now all my wardrobe, 
and without a ſhilling in my pocket, 
took poſſeſſion of a lodging in Buck- 
inzham-court, Charing<croſs. | 


But to render my abode a place of 
ſecuiity, it was neceſſary that I 
thould apply to the Board of Green 
Cloth; and as Sir Alexander Gilmour, 
who had been an admirer of mine, 
preſided there, I made a perſonal 
application to him. He not only, 
immediately recollected his former 
flame, but received me with uncom- 
mon kindneſs, and being informed 
of my for lorn and diſtreſſed ſituation, 
he invited me to come and dine with 
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him, and in the mean time, had 


made up a purſe for me among his 


friends, which put me in a ſtate of 
comparative wealth; ſo that I re- 
turned to my lodging as happy as 
ſuch an unexpected and important 
relief could be ſuppoſed to make me. 
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A new turn of Fortune attends me, — An Adven- 
ture in the Park, — Tate a Houſe in Scotland- 
Yard. — Meet with a Gentleman of the Name 
of Gordon, who proves a great Friend to me, 
and ſupports me in Splendour;—Firſt Intro- 
duction to Lord Groveſnor —Decline an ac- 
quaintance with his Lordſhip at this Period. 
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As my preſent lodging was not a 
place for reception, I took a ſmall 
houſe ready furniſhed in Scatland- 
Yard; and as I was one morning [ 
taking a walk in the Park, I was 1 
joined by Captain Brice of the Navy, 

t eee and 


Go ME MO IRS OF 


and a gentleman with him of the 
name of Gordon, who was one of the 
handſomeſt men I ever remember to 
have ſeen.— The latter ſoon took his 
leave of us, telling Mr. Brice that he 


would not fail to meet him at din» 
ner. 


I was now informed that this Mr. 
Gordon was a gentleman of large for- 
tune, and lately arrived from Scot- 
land; and as he was therefore juſt 
ſuch a perſon. as I ſtood in need of, 
I began to turn in my mind, how I 
might procure his acquaintance ;— 
for this purpoſe I invited Mr. Brice to 
dine with me the next day, who 
exactly as I had wiſhed, not only 
engaged to come himſelf, but volun- 
tarily promiſed to bring his friend 
along with him. This engagement 
being made we parted; and I re- 

| turned 
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turned home elated with the proſ- 
pect before me, and determined, if it 
exhauſted all my treaſure, to give my 
expected gueſts an elegant reception; 
I accordingly ordered a very hand- 


ſome dinner with all the neceflary 


accompanyments from the Salopian 


Coffee-houſe. 


The next day my viſitors were true 
to their engagement, and I had ar- 
ranged every thing as genteely as was 
in my power. - They both appeared 
to be extremely pleaſed with their 
little entertainment, and the day 
was pafled in a manner perfectly a- 
greeable to the party. When it 
grew late Mr. Gordon ſaid he had two 
favours to requeſt of me, and he 
flattered himſelf that T would make 
him happy in granting them both. 

os The 
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The firſt was that I would permit 
him to diſcharge the tavern bill, to 


- which L conſented, after a little co- 


quetiſh heſitation ;—and the ſecond. 
was, to allow him the happineſs of 
breakfaſting with me the next morn- 
ing, which as may well be ſuppoſed, 


I granted without any heſitation at 
all, | 


— 


He came according to his appoint- 
ment, and among other topics of 
converſation while he was taking his 
tea, he expreſſed his ſurprize that 
I ſhould be pleaſed to live in ſuch an 
obſcure corner, when there were, 
any-where, and every-where, in his 
opinion, ſituations ſo much more a- 
greeable.—I readily ſubſcribed to his 
ſentiments, and informed him of the 
real ſtate of the caſe; that a few 
debts 


— — = = . 
— ————— —— 


ANN SHELDON. 63 


debts to the amount of about four- 
ſcore pounds, which I could not - | 
then diſcharge, obliged me to ſeek 
the aſylum where I then was. If 
« that was all,” he replied, “ the ö 
« matter might eaſily be arranged;“ F 
and defired me inſtantly to order in 
all my bills, and he would provide 
me with the means of diſcharging 
them. He then made me a preſent of 
twenty pounds, and appointed the 
following morning to come and bring 
me what was neceſſary to complete 
his promiſe, As in the courſe of his 
converſation, he had more than once 
expreſſed a love for dreſs and perſo- 
nal decoration, I employed a part of 
his preſent bounty in redeeming ſome 
of my beſt cloaths from their dor- 
mant ſtate, ſo that when he came 


the next day, he found me, and to 
his 
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his very apparent ſatisfaction, ſet off 
to an advantage in which he had ne- 
ver ſeen me. Iudeed, he was ſo pleaſ- 
ed with my appearance, that he al- 


moſt immediately propoſed my tak- 
ing a turn with him in the Park. 


We had not been long there, be- 
fore we were joined by Captain Brice; 
and he had been but a few minutes 
with us, when he bid me look out, 
for that Boyle was a little to the 
leeward of us ;—and, on my turn- 
ing round, I ſaw Mr. Walfingham, 
Lord George Germaine and another 
gentleman walking together. They 
ſoon overtook, and joined us, but 
while Lord George was pleaſed 'to 
honour me with his attentions, and 
to pay me ſome very flattering com- 
pliments, Mr. Waljingham looked as 

22257 black 
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black as a thunder cloud at me, and 
ſaid not a word. I, on the contrary 
was all life and vivacity, as I had 


reaſon to be, nor was I ſorry when 


he flunk away, as he very ſoon did: 
« ] think, Nancy,” ſaid Captain 
Brice, “your friend Boyle looks an- 
« grily at you:“ And who minds 
e that” anſwered IJ. Never care 
& for him,“ ſaid Mr. Gordon, the 
«© more Walfingham flouts, the more 
« fail you ſhall carry ;"”* and he was 
determined to put his reſolution in 
immediate practice, for the inſtant 


we returned home, he ſent for aflk 


mercer and ordered me the moſt ele- 
gant cloaths that could be got ready 
for the next day; ſo that I appeared 
in the Park on the following noon, 
in a pink ſattin gown, a white fſat- 
tin petticoat trimmed with a gold 

fringe, 
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fringe, and every other part of my 
dreſs of ſimilar elegance. 


My friend Captain Brice, ſoon 
joined us, and we had not paced 
half the Mall, before we ſaw Mr. 
Malſing bam ſarveying me with very 
particular attention. After ſome 
time he beckoned to Mr. Brice, who 
went to him, and as he afterwards 
told me, to enquire concerning Mr. 
Gordon, and to expreſs his apprehen- ill < 
ſions that I ſhould ruin him. How- 
ever, after he had given me a very 
pretty character indeed, he condeſ- | 
cended to make one of our company; 
but ſaid nothing to me, and conti- | 
nued to hum a very favourite ſong 


of his from the Beggar's Opera, 


6c Where 
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* Where will my lover hide, 


„% How cheat the wary pack d“ | 


To which I replied, “ neither with 
„ the corps at Croydon, nor at Mrs. 
% Pike's.” This anſwer put an end 
to his tune, and without making a 
ſingle obſervation, he very ſhortly 
after took his leave. 


Without entering into a further 
detail of my preſent mode of life, I 
ſhall obſerve, once for all, that Mr. 
Gordon continued with me about nine 
months, in which time he had paid 
all my debts, bought me a great 
quantity of cloaths, gave me a 
great deal of money, took me to 


every place of diverſion, and ſup- 


ported me in a ſtyle of the firſt ele- 
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gance. In ſhort, I was now again 
in all my former eclat and figure. 


Tho' it may rather appear to in- 
terrupt the immediate thread of my 
ſtory, yet as the circumſtance hap- 
pened at this moment, and forms the 
foundation of a future part of my 
hiſtory, I ſhall introduce it, in the 
ſame order as it happened. 


A poor woman who uſed to aſſiſt 
my ſervants in the more laborious 
occupations of the family, being 
very near her time of lying in, ap- 
plied to me for aſſiſtance, to get her 
into the Lymg-in- Hoſpital ; ſome of 
the gentlemen who viſited me, were 
governors of that Hoſpital, fo that 1 
was obliged to enquire who, among 
my acquaintance enjoyed that privi- 

lege; 
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lege; but not one could I find: at 
length, I was told, that Lord 
Grofvenor could probably oblige me 


if I was to make application to him. 


At this time, I had no other know- 


ledge of his Lordſhip than by repu- 


tation ; but that was ſufficient to 


encourage me to wait upon him, and 
requeſt his patronage of my poor 
big-bellied chare-woman.— 'T hat I 
was received with civility cannot be 
doubted, when the diſpoſition of the 
noble Lord is conſidered, and though 
he had no vacancy upon his liſt, he 
promiſed to ſpeak to Lord Clermont, 


and in a few days he ſent me an hoſ- 


pital-ticket of admiſſion, for my 
poor petitioner. 


When I had finiſhed this buſineſs, 
I aroſe to take my leave, -but his 


Lordſhip | 
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ordſhip inſiſted upon my ſtaying 
alf an hour, and we entered upon a 
long converſation about the ladies of 
my own. profeſſion. As we were 
both upon a ſubje& which we pretty 
well underſtood, it was eaſily ex- 
hauſted, and as I diſcovered in the 
ſource of it that Lord Grofvenor had 
a very great partiality for /aſſes with 
golden locks, J offered to recommend 
him one of that deſcription, whom 
I had every reaſon to believe would 
meet with his approbation. He 
readily accepted of my propoſal, and 
appointed to meet her at Mrs. Town- 
| ena's, a very miſerable place indeed, 
near Areyle-buildings. His Lordſhi p 
was very well ſatisfied with my 
recommendation, and behaved very 
generouſly to me on the occaſion. 


, | Thus 
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Thus did I become acquainted with 
a nobleman ſo well known in the 
annals of the gallant world, and have 
ever ſince that time, lived upon 


terms of good humour with him.— 


His Lordſhip, indeed, exprefled a 
wiſh at this period to know my ad- 
dreſs, and accompanied the requeſt, 
with offers of ſervice to me ; but as 
I was then connected with a gentle- 
man who deſerved every mark of re- 
gard and attention from me, I beg- 
ged his Lordſhip to excuſe my re- 
ceiving him; and he was pleaſed to 


approve of the reaſons I gave for ſuch 
a conduct, 


CHAP. 
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, 


CH AP. U. 


Another mad Frolic comes into my Head, on read- 
ing an Advertiſement in a Newſpaper of an 
elderly Gentleman wanting an Houſe-keeper in 
the City, that I would offer myſelf —Set out 
for the Purpoſe—Meet the Rev. Mr. Ward, 
on my Way, who knew me in my diſguiſe, and 
contrived to make me intoxicated before I made 
my Vifit—Reſult of my Application © truly 
laughable—My goad friend Mr. Gorden leaves 
England An Adventureat Mrs, Matthews's, 
in King's-Place, &c. 


A Few days after my viſit to Gre, 

'* venor-ſquare, Mr. Gordon was ob- 
liged to go.into the country to ſettle 
ſome private buſineſs of his own, as 
he expected very ſoon to go to ſea. 


During his abſence, Captain Brice 
uſed to call upon me every day ; and 


Olle 
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one morning he very obligingly ac- 
companied me to ſee a friend of mine, 
a Miſs Fanny Larkin, who was, at 
that time, very much indiſpoſed. As 
we were fitting in her apartment, I 
happened to take up the news-paper, 
and ſeeing an advertiſement from an 
elderly gentleman, who wanted an 
houſe-keeper of a likely appearance, 
and under thirty years of age, it in- 
ſtantly occurred to me, to indulge 
my fancy for a joke, by going to ap 
ply for the * 


My 88 not only laughed at 
my deſign, but encouraged me to 
purſue it; and the next morning 1 
dreſſed myſelf i in a manner ſuitable to 
the character I was to perſonate, and 
went in an hackney coach to the 
houſe of the gentleman, who was a 
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merchant, and lived in Cateaton- ſtreet, 
near the Royal Exchange; — but I was 
not ſo lucky as to find him at home ;— 
he was gone to dine with his daugh- 
ter, the ſervant ſaid, in Coleman-ftreet, 
and deſired me to call again at fix 
o'clock, when I ſhould be ſure of 
finding his maſter at home. 


This diſappointment by no means 
ſtopped the career of my project, for 
I was determined to go through with 
it, and return to Cateaton- ftreet at the 
appointed hour. But, in my way 
home, whom ſhould I meet but my 
old acquaintance the Reverend Mr. 
Ward, who, having heard the nature 
of my preſent errand into the city, 
and my determination of renewing it 
in the evening, propoſed my ſaving 
myſelf the trouble of a jumble back- 

| wards 
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wards and forwards, by taking a 
dinner with him at a tavern in the 
neighbourhood. To this propoſition 
I could not make any reaſonable ob- 
jection, and to a tavern we went, 
where he ordered an excellent din- 
ner, and, as it was cold weather, a 
bowl of warm Madeira to keep us in 
employment till dinner was ſerved. 
In ſhort, the wine was found- to be 
ſo good before we dined, that we 
made a ſecond application to it after- 
wards, and contrived to drink three 
bottles between us ;—a little tiff of 
punch followed, and, as may be 
very well imagined, I found myſelf 
pretty far gone. However, intoxi- 
cated as 1 was, I was determined to 
go after my. place, and a coach being 
called, away we went, 
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On our arrival at the merchant's 
houſe, we were informed that he 
was now at home, and waiting in ex- 
pectation of ſeeing me. Accordingly 
I left the Parſon in the coach, and 
was uſhered up ſtairs into a large ele- 
gant drawing-room, where the old 
gentleman was fitting by a blazing 
fire, and taking his coftee with all 
the gravity of cent. per cent. But my 
firſt appearance in the room was 
head foremoſt: — I contrived, how- 
ever, to get up again, and lay the 
blame of my fall upon an unpleaſant 
connection that had been formed by 
the heel of my ſhoe and the carpet. 
J was deſired to fit down, and, con- 
ſcious as I was of my ſituation, put 
myſelf into that form which I 
thought might beſt hide my irregu- 
lar ſtate. Some general queſtions 
were 
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were now applied to me, which I 
anſwered perfectly well: ! paſſed 
myſelf for a widow—talked much of 
my qualifications—and-named half a 
dozen perſons at leaſt of the firſt diſ- 
tinction, who were ready to certify 
for my honeſty, virtue, and ſobrie- 
ty. This laſt was an unlucky word, 
for I had no ſooner uttered it than 1 
fell off the chair, 


As it happened, my tongue was 
the ſobereſt part about me, and I 
complained that the fire had over- 
come me; upon which the good old 
man expreſſed his apprehenſions that I 
was of too delicate a conſtitution to fill 
the place for which I was a candidate J 
but I profeſſed myſelf as ſtrong 
as Hercules, and gave a proof of it by 
another diſplay on the floor, With 

95 his 
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his afliſtance, however, I was onee 
more ſet on my legs; but my legs, 
with all his afliſtance, were unable to 
do their office, and I made one grand 
reel acroſs. the room, and tumbled 
againſt an harpſichord, with a force 
that made every wire of it reſouud. 
My fituation was now become. too 
perceptible to admit of any further 
converſation ; ſo the good merchant 
rang the bell, and ordered the ſer- 
vants to take care of me; which 
they did by putting me into the 
coach, where my friendly parſon was 
waiting for me in all the impatience 
of a ſound ſnoring-fleep. "Fg 


Though I was not able to ſtand, I 
was very able to judge that my ſitua- 
tion would not recommend me to Mr. 


Gordon, if he ſhould be at home to 


receive 
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receive me; I therefore ordered the 
coachman to take me to a friend's 
houſe at Lambeth, where I paſſed the 
night, In the morning I returned 
home, and was happy to find that 
Mr. Gordon was not arrived from the 


country. But the very next day he 


came to town, and in a ſhort time 
went to ſea, His departure was ſin- 


cerely lamented by me, as he was a 


man of the moſt amiable manners, 


and generous heart; and that hour of 


my life would be marked with the 


blackeſt ingratitude, in which I 


ſhould be forgetful of his goodneſs 


to me. As I had now no particular 
uſe for my houſe, I gave it up, diſ- 


charged my ſervants, and return- 


ed to my old lodgings at Lambeth, 


and I might add, very ſoon after- 


wards, to my old ways in London. 
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The calling upon Mrs. Mathews, 
in King's-Place, had certainly a ten- 
dency of that nature, and that exe- 
crable woman did every thing in her 
power to promote it. She received 
me with uncommon kindneſs, invit- 
ed me to paſs ſome time at her houſe ; 
and as ſhe had a very beautiful girl 
with her, who had but lately left off 
ſelling chick-weed, and was not ſuffi- 
ciently eaſy in her new profeſſion, 
ſhe preſſed me very much to initiate 
her into faſhionable life, by accom- 
panying her to the different places of 
public amuſemerit, for which trou- 
ble the would make me any ſatis- 
faction in her power. 


A A maſquerade at the Pantheon ſoon 
preſented an opportunity to exhibit 
Miſs Charlotte, for that was the young 

| lady* $ 
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lady's name, to the town; and we 
drefled ourſelves in the moſt elegant 
manner, in order to attract the fa- 


ſhionable attention. After walking 


ſome time round the room, we ſat 
ourſelves down upon a ſopha by Lady 
Archer and Miſs Meſt, who very po- 


litely made room for us ;—and no 


ſooner had thoſe ladies quitted the 


ſeat, than a gentleman, very finely 
dreſſed, thought proper to occupy it, 
who addreſſed a very tender diſcourſe 


to my companion, and expreſſed a 


very anxious deſire to know the place 


* 


of her abode; but I told her by no 


means to ſatisfy him till we were-cer- - 


tain that he was a gentleman. For 


with all the hoft of ſpangles on his 


coat he ſeemed to wear an awkward 


appearance; and as we had not ſeen 


him ſpeak to à fingle perſon in the 
5 D 5 room, 
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room, I rather imagined that he was 


not at leaſt a man of faſhion. To 
ſay the truth, as I oftentimes told 
him afterwards, he looked like a 
ſtrange bird who went by himſelf, 
for fear the reſt ſhould peck at him, 
After ſome converſation, we told him 
that we were going to take a turn in 
the gallery, and ſhould ſee him 


again. 


Poor Charlotte, however, was very 
much ſtruck with him, and thought 
him, to uſe her own expreſſion, a very 
grand man—and as that was the caſe, 
began to enquire a little concern- 
ing her ſituation, in order to form a 
judgment whether it would be worth 
her while, or be likely to promote 
her happineſs, to take up with this 
perſon, even ſuppoſing he ſhould 

prove 
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prove to be beneath what my ambi- 
tion had marked out for her; and I 


ſoon found, from her account of her 


ſituation, that no change, in her opi- 


nion, could well be for the worſe. 


Her hiſtory was of the loweſt claſs: 
her mother and herſelf had. main- 


tained themſelves with ſelling chick- 


weed and water- creſſes about town ; 
and happening to offer their mer- 
chandize at Mrs. Matthews's door, 
ſhe ſoon: ſaw, that a great ſhare of 


beauty was covered by Charlotte's rags;: 
and inviting the mother and child 
into her houſe, ſhe firſt gave them 
charity, and. then bribed the woman. 
to leave the girl to her diſpoſal : pro- 


ſtitution of courſe followed, and Char- 


lotte declared, that ſuch was the ill 


uſage of Mrs. Mathews, that there 
D 6- Was. 
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was no ſituation, even her former one 
of ſelling chick- weed, but ſhe would 
willingly prefer to her preſent mi- 
ſerable life. : 


This being the poſture of poor 
Charlotte's affairs, I thought we ſhould 
not paſs by the preſent opportunity 
of changing, at leaſt, if not of im- 
proving them. For this purpoſe we 
returned to the fopha ; and we had 
not been long there, before our ſplen- 
did gentleman returned to us. - As 
he continued to renew his addrefles 
to Charlotte, 1 thought it right to ad- 
dreſs a few enquiries to him; he 
told us that his name was Mackenzie, + 
and that he lived at a ready-furniſh-- 
ed lodgings in B-riley-/quare, He 


was lately returned, he ſaid, from the 


- Ealſt- 
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Faſt Indies, whether he propoſed 
very ſhortly to return, and made 
ſome very laviſh offers to Charlotte, if 
ſhe would conſent to accompany him 
to that diſtant part of the globe. At 
all events I defired her to give him 
her addrefs, and he promiſed not to 
let the next day pafs over without 
calling upon her, and renewing the 
propoſals he had juſt taken the liber- 
ty of making to her. We now amuſed 
ourſelves for the remainder of the 
night with an elderly nobleman, who 
wore a ſtar and a ribband, and whoſe 
gallantry conducted us, after a great 
deal of maſquerade pleaſantry, to the 
chaſte abodes of King's-Pl/ace, where 
he left us, as it happened, to Mother 
Matthews and ourſelves. 


The 
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The next day Mr. Mackenziz made 
his appearance, and propoſed to take 
Miſs Charlotte under his immediate 
protection. In conſequence of this 
propoſition, Mrs. Matthews made out 
a little demand of about fourſcore 
pounds againſt the girl, who did not, 
in juſtice, owe her as many ſhillings; 
and Mr. Mackenzze, in order to avoid 
all trouble and delay, paid the impu- 
dent demand, and bore away his 
lovely, and I may add, happy prize. 
I paid her ſeveral viſits in her new 
ſituation, and found her extremely 


ſatisfied with Mr. Mackenzie; indeed; 


ſhe gave a proof of her regard for 
him, as ſhe accompanied him to IM . 
dia. She was a tall beautiful girl, 
of an amiable temper, and a grateful 
diſpoſition. Fortunately for her, the 

had 
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had not been long enough on the 
town, to learn the ſcience ſo univer- 
ſally practiſed among this unhappy 
ſpecies of women, of not only being 
enemies to themſelves, but to thoſe 


who have been their beſt friends. 
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CHAP. III. 


Hiſtory of Mrs. Matthews, and her Manſion in 
King's Place, with a great variety of Anec- 
dotes of the meretricious kind— Amon ſi them 
the various Amours of Capt. Stoncy, (now 
Mr. Bowes )—-Mrs. Matthews completely ta- 
ken in with a young Miſs, whom ſhe picked up 
in the Streets, and introduced to Mr. Bowes, as 


a Virgin Pout—An Account of the beautiful 
Madame Buiſon, who lived with Mr. Fordyce 
the time he failed. 


THE hiſtory of Mrs. Matthews 

and her manſion 1s the hiſtory 
of human depravity in the extreme. 
It was filled with a troop of un- 
fortunate poor girls from thirteen to 
ſeventeen "years of age, who had 


been collected by her emiſſaries from 


the 
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the different corners of the town, to 
anſwer the purpoſe of her infamous 
trade. When they were once re- 
ceived within her walls there was no 
retreat the door was locked with 
all the vigilance of a priſon- guard 
for fear of an eſcape ; and though 
theſe ſad victims were occafionally 
decked out for the purpoſe of exci- 
ting paſſion and ſatisfying luſt, the 
greateſt part of their time was paſſ- 
ed in the kitchen or the garret, with 
fcarce a covering upon them, and 
ſupported with food rather calculated 
to create diſeaſe than to ſuſtain life: 
—while the pay of their proſtitution 
was hardly earned before it was' 
taken from them by .the unfeeling 
and abandoned miſtreſs of their vices 
and their miſery, 


Among 
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Among other gentlemen that fre- 
quented the houſe, and who uſed to 
come generally with the late Dukeof 
Ancaſter and the preſent Lord Lincoln, 
was a Captain Stoney, who ſome time 
= after took the name of Bowes, on his 
marriage with Lady Strathmore.— 
| 
| 


| This gentleman was a great friend to 
| Mrs. Matthews, and a great favourite 
N of every woman in the houſe, as I 
i never heard any woman ſpeak. of 
| him but in the higheſt terms for 
| amiable attentions and a noble gene- 
i roſity. He was what we, in our 
1 line of profeſſion, call a friend to 
women; by which we mean, kind- 
neſs of behaviour and diſpoſition to 
i do them good, abſtracted from the 
| looſer purpoſes of voluptous' gratifi- 


cation, 


I once 
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I once, in particular, remember a 
circumſtance where his paſſions yield- 
ed to his heart, and the with to poſ- 
ſeſs beauty gave way to the deſire of 
preſerving it.—She was ſuch a wo- 
man as might have tempted a her- 
mit; yer her tears made a hermit: - 
almoſt of Mr. Bowes; —her ſtory, 
when he heard it, checked the cur- 
rent of his paſſions, and, inſtead of 
leading her to the couch of proſtitu- 
tion which was prepared for him, 
and where he could have found but 
little reſiſtance, he bore her himſelf: 
to her paternal roof, appeaſed the 
wrath of an offended parent, which 
had driven her from it, and, by ſav- 
ing the-honour of the girl, preſerved: 
the peace of her family, 


I mens» - 
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I mention theſe circumſtances with 
more ſatis faction, becauſe I find that 
gentleman has been repreſented as 
poſſeſſing a cruel and tyrannical diſ- 
poſition, and is accuſed of exerciſing 
it on helpleſs women. I am not in 
a ſituation to know the foundation of 
ſuch charges, but I had ſome reaſon 
to be informed of his character, in 
ſituations where character generally 
appears without diſguiſe; and in 
that career of life wherein the paſ- 
ſions take their courſe without any 
claims from hypocriſy, and poſſeſs a 
perfect diſdain of all reſtraint. 


J have no intereſt in doing juſtice 
to the conduct of Mr. Bowes, but 
the intereſt of that reſpect which is 
natural for me to entertain for one 
who has experienced every kind of 

1 A treatment 
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treatment from pleaſurable men, 
and know how grateful poor unfor- 
tunate women ought to be to thoſe, 
who, having it in their power to 


treat them as they pleaſe, poſſeſs a 


generoſity of diſpoſition to treat them 
as they ought. 


For my own part, I never {poke to 
Mr. Bowes in my life, nor ſhould I 


have ever known what I have writ- 
ten about him, but from a ridiculous 
event I am now going to relate, 


which brought forward, in a houſe. 
where it happened, and in other 
places where it was related, a variety 


of gallant hiſtories of this gentle- 
man; among which, there was not 
one but tended to his honour, as a 
real friend to the ſex. 


But 


- 
- — 
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But to return to my biſtory :— 


As Mr. Stoney was a generous wor- 
ſhipper of beauty, he was a particu- 
lar object of attention to Mrs. Mat- 
thews;—and the inſtant any new ob- 
ject entered her repoſitory, he was 
generally informed of the event, and 
invited to partake of the folemn ini- 
tiation of the new. diſciple into the 
-myſteries of that hallowed place. 


One of theſe young candidates at 
the Temple of Pleaſure, for the was 
not 14 years of age, having been 
found in the purlieus of Weſtmin- 
ſter, and delivered up to the tuition 
of the Arch-Prieſteſs Mrs Matthervs, 
Mr. Sloney was informed of the arti- 
val. The little dirty drab being ſoon 
ſtripped of her rags, but not ſoon 

cleanted 
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cleanſed of her filth, was at length 
decorated in all the elegance of the 
houſe-wardrobe ; the curls now hung 
on her neck; the ſilver taſſels dazled 
on her ſhoulders; filk and gauze rib- 
bandexerted their rival powers to adorn 
her; and this little hufley, who had 
been the paramour of half the drum- 
mers in the guards, was introduced 
to Mr. Stoney, as poſſeſſing one charm 
at leaſt of which he had long been 
deprived. 


The viſit of Mr. Stoney was not 
long; and as he went out of the houſe, 
the artful minx contrived to follow 
him, unperceived by any one, and 
made a very complete eſcape with 


all the money he had given her, and 


all the fine cloaths Mrs. Matihews had 
lent her.—No ſooner was it known 


” NH that 
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that the gentleman was gone than 
the old avaritious hag was up ſtairs 
to get the preſent that had been made; 

when ſhe ſoon let us hear below ſtairs 
of her diſappointment ; and ſhe ex- 
claimed as loudly, and with as much 
ſenſe of injury as if he had a right 
to clamour againſt juſtice. 


For my part, when the old jade 
came and related to us the trick of 
the young jade, I could not refrain 
from laughing at a buſineſs which J 
enjoyed in my heart; and, if the miſ- 
chief had extended no further, it 
might ſoon have been forgotten. 
But our young princeſs was of a very 
different ſpirit than to be ſatisfied 
with her preſent gains ; for, in leſs 
than an hour, ſhe returned in all her 
gay apparel, accompanied by a kind 

of 
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of barrow- woman aud three fellows, - 
of the very loweſt deſcription that 
poſſibly can be conceived, in order 
to bully Mrs. Mazrthewvs out of a little 
of her own money. 


Theſe people formed a moſt extra- 
ordinary contraſt to the well drefled 
Miſs, who returned with them ; but 
when they all began to open at once 
on the old procureſs, there appeared 
to be no difference in the pack for 
they all demanded eight guineas 
the gentlemen had given her, and 
which the young minx declared 
Mrs. Matthews had taken from her; 
and, on this unexpected demand be- 
ing refuſed, they accuſed her of hav- 
ing cauſed the girl to be ruined, and 
talked fo loudly of indictments and 
pillory, that, 1f I had not been there 
to have taken up her cauſe, the old 

VOL. IV, E woman 
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98 
woman would have been forced into 
a compliance with their demands, 
At length, however, after a long 
ſcene of altercation, in which I play- 
ed my part ſo violently as to bear up 
againſt the united efforts of the bar- 
row-woman, the three fellows, and 
the young lady, as they called her, I 
deſired Mrs. Matthews, who, whatever 
ſhe might be in other reſpects, was 
wrongtully accuſed in this, to give 
the people ſomething to get rid of 
them ; ſo, with two guineas to the 
grown gentlemen and lady, and ceſ- 
ſion of all the fine cloaths to young 
Miss, we got this very troubleſome 
and alarming company out of the 


houſe. 


I now became ſo tired of the mi- 
ſerable ſcenes of this brothel, that I 
took 
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took my leave of Mrs. Mattherws's, 
and returned to my lodgings at Lam- 
beth, However, it was not my deſ- 
tiny to have done with her, or at leaſt 
ſhe was reſolved not to have done 
with me—for not a day paſſed but 
I received ſome tempting invitation 
to return to her; but I withſtood 
them all, till ſhe acquainted me that 
ſhe had a beautiful French lady, juſt 
arrived at her houſe, and entreated 
me, 1n the moſt flattering manner, to 
come to be her conductreſs in the 
beau monde. Some promiſes alſo ac- 
companied this invitation, which, 
aſſiſted a little by my curioſity to ſee 
this foreign charmer, induced me to 
pay another viſit to King's-Place. 


This unhappy lady fully anſwered 
the deſcription that had been given of 
E 2 her; 


100 MEMOIRS OF 


her ;—ſhe was very handſome, and 
her form of the fineſt make - but, un- 
luckily at this time, it was diſturbed 
by a ſtate of pregnancy pretty far ad- 
vanced. On my expreſſing, what 
] really felt, a great deal of ſurpriſe 
at ſeeing her there, ſhe told me 
that ſhe had lived with Mr. Fordyce, 
the banker, and was then with child 
by him ; but, as his affairs had turn- 
ed out as all the world knew, ſhe 
was under the neceſſity of getting in- 
to any ſituation that offered ; and, 
having no friends, ſhe applied to be 
received into the houſe where ſhe 
then was, having often heard of 
King's-Place as a receptacle for wo- 
men, though ſhe had never been 
there, till the preſent moment of ne- 
ceſſity had turned her forlorn foot- 
ſteps thither. 

J really 
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I really commiſerated this amiable 
perſon's unhappy ſituation ; and it 
was more with a view to do her ſer- 
vice, by accompanying her to public 
places, than with any of the fine 
promiſes which Mrs. Matthews made 
me, that occaſioned my remaining 
a ſhort time beneath that roof ; and, 
in a very few days after my intro- 
duction to her, as we were walking 
in the Park, we were joined by 
Captain Boſville, of the Guards, who 
was extremely taken by Madame 
Buiſon, for that was the name, at 
leaſt which ſhe gaveas her own ; and 
having aſked, as may be ſuppoſed, 


obtained an unoppoſed permiſſion 


to viſit her. This gentleman ſup- 


ported her in a very handſome man- 
ner, and treated her with that urba- 
nity of manners which women in 


E 3 ſuch 
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ſuch a ſituation ſo ſeldom experience, 
and which, when they are ſo for- 
tunate, gives them all the happineſs 
they are capable of receiving. Thus 
ſhe continued till her pregnancy ad- 
vanced to the laſt criſis, when Mr, 
Bofville ordered a lodging to be taken 

for her at Lambeth, where ſhe re- 
ceived every comfort, and was che- 
riſhed with every attention it was 
in his power to beſtow, 


CHAP. 
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Lord Groveſnor wiſhes to engage me in his Service 
as a Procureſs—Sit to Mr. P. a Painter, for 
the Figure of a Magdalen, to exbibit at Somer- 
fet- Houſe — Violent Outrage at Mrs. Mat- | 
thews's—Receive an Account of my Father | 
being preſſed into the King's Service—Set off | 

or Portſmouth to get him releaſaa-: Meet with 
Mr. Malſingbam, renew our farmer Connec- | 
tion with greater Ardour than ever, ; | | 
| 


AT this time I was again continual. 

ly with Mrs. Matthews, and ſel- 
dom went home but to change my 
cloaths, when I always found mef- 
ſages from Lord Groſvenor, who ex- 
preſſed a very earneſt deſire to ſee 
me; but the maid always ſent word 'l 


E 4 that 
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I was out of town; nor ſhould 1 have 
{cen his Lordſhip at all, had it not 
been for a circumſtance which I am 
going to relate, 


A painter, of ſome eminence, (a 
Mr. P.) happening to ſee me at the 
houſe I now ſo much frequented, 
told the miſtreſs of it that he would 
give me ten guineas if I would ſit for 
him in the character of a Magdalen, 
in order to exhibit it at the Royal 
Academy; and as money was always 
a very powerful inducement with me, 
1 felt myſelf rather diſpoſed to gra- 

_tify Apelles with his model, though 
the idea of preſenting it in ſuch a 

ſituation as he propoſed, and to a man 

of whom I was wholly ignorant, form- 

ed acounterbalance to the gain which 
was to proceed from it; but Mrs. 
Matthews, 
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Matthews, who was never backwards 
in promoting gain of any kind, per- 
ſuaded me to conſent upon the ex- 
pectation that the being hung in the 
exhibition might be of ſervice to me, 


and, as ſhe was pleaſed to expreſs her- 


elf, make my fortune. 


Thus encouraged, I went to the 


painter's houſe; and while I was 


buſy about the firſt fitting, who- 
ſhould make his appearance but Lord 


Grofvenor, who, after rallying me for 


being ſo long out of town, deſired 1 


would take the earheſt opportunity 


I poſſibly could to call at his houſe: 


in Grofvenor- Square ; but I was ſo ex- 


tremely ditpleaſed with the painter 
for ſuffering any perſon whatever to 
come into the room to fee me in ſuch 


a dreſs, or rather ſuch an undrets, 
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that I ſoon took myſelf away, leaving 
the picture half finiſhed, and the 
painter rather confuſed at the very 
unexpected ſtrain of reproach which I 
levelled at him for what I conceiv- 
ed, and] believe, with great juſtice, 
a purpoſed arrangement between him 
and Lord Grofvenor to expoſe me in 
ſuch a ſituation to the latter. The 
painter renewed his applications to 
Mrs. Matthews, and, by her perſua- 
tions, I was induced to give him an 
opportunity of compleating his Mag- 
dalen, of which in every part of the 
character, but the repentant one, I 
was by no means an improper model, 
The picture was afterwards permit- 
ted to add to the beauties of ihe ex- 
hibition, but I never received a far 
thing of the ten guineas which had 
been promiſed for my contribution 

: to 
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to the merit of it. I went, however, 
to pay a viſit to Lord Groſvenor, who 
wiſhed to engage me in the, number 
of thoſe who furniſh novelties for his 
ſeragho ; and I entered immediately 
into his lordſhip's ſervice. 


At this time Mrs. Matthetus wiſhed 


extremely to take me into partnerſhip | 


with her, or to leave her houſe to me 
at a certain rent, and retire into the 
country; but infamy itſelf may be 
more than infamous, and enured as 
I had been to every chance and 
change of proſtitution, I found this 
woman too bad, unprincipled, and 
ſavage, to have any further commu- 
nication with her. I therefore refuſed 
all her propoſitions, and was prepar- 
ing to quit her for ever, when the 
maid ſervant informed me that her 


E 6 miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs found me ſo neceſſary to the 
profitable direction of her convent, 
that ſhe had purpoſely hid three pair 
of ſheets, with the intent to ſwear 
that I had robbed her of them, and 
by that means to frighten me into a 
compliance with her wiſhes. 


'This intelligence did not produce 
a common effect; for it threw me 
into ſuch a violent rage, that after 
having let looſe a pretty confiderable 
ſhare of my anger at the old and in- 
famous procureſs, I threw open the 
houſe-door, and made ſuch a noiſe as 
to call out the people of the adjoin- 
ing ſtreets; and when a ſufficient 
number was aſſembled, I told my 
ſtoty, and invited them into the houle 
to ſee the cruel and abominable man- 
ner in which this wretched woman 


k-pt 
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kept the unhappy creatures that ſhe 
had ſeduced beneath her roof. I then 
made a general ſearch through the 
houſe *till J found the ſheets, whole 
pretended loſs was to- be laid to my 


thieving. 


This noiſe and diſturbance threw 
the old witch into fits; and while 
the was in- this fituation, I and the 
maid, who deſired to accompany me, 
left the houſe, to the outrage of the 
mob, who did not quit the place till 
they had taken the liberty to furniſh 
very ample buſineſs for the glazier. 


The agitation I ſuffered on this 
occaſion threw me into a fit of ill- 
nels, which confined me to my bed 
for five weeks. However, I had a 
gratified revenge to conſole me, for 


the 
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the profligate inhuman hag was for- 
ced to ſhut up her houſe for ſome- 
time, and retire into the country. 


It 1s generally believed, and not, I 
confeſs, without reaſon, that ſuch a 
lite as I have led deprives the heart 
of every amiable propenfity, chills 
the warmth of affection, and, from a 
variety of diſgraceful, but natural 
cauſes, deprives the mind in particu- 
lar from that ſenſe of duty which a 
parent claims from a child: but I 
declare, and I make my boaſt, with 
ſome degree of honeſt pride, that 
though ſhame, and a conſciouſneſs 
of having deſerved to be diſowned 
by my father, might keep me from 
approaching him as I ought, yet there 
never was a moment of my life when 
I did not feel the moſt dutiful affec- 


tion 


| 
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tion for him; and an account I now 
received of a recent misfortune af- 
fected me with the moſt poignant 
grief. | 


— —— — — Re 


I had ſcarce recovered from my | 
late fit of ſickneſs to venture out of [1 
the houſe, when I received a letter 
from my father, informing me that 1 
he had been taken by a preſs- gang, 
and was forced on board a man of 
war; from which ſituation, ſo cruel 
to him at his advanced period of life, | 
and ſo different from the proſpects | 
and ſituation of his earlier days; he 
entreated me by every application in 1 
my power to relieve him. My feelings | 
on this intelligence did not diſgrace il 
me; and I made immediate applica- 1 
tion to Lord Sandwich, Admiral ||} 
Hardy, Sir Lockhart Roſs, and Sir ll 

Thomas 
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Thomas Pye to get his diſcharge, but 
in vain.—lI then got Captain Brice to 
write to Captain Stanhbope,. who com- 
manded the Garland Frigate, then at 
Spithead, on board of which he had 

een ſent; but was, as I afterwards 
underſtood, fo. highly eſteemed for 
his profeſſional knowledge, that he 
was determined not to part with 
him. 


Finding, therefore, that J was not 
likely to ſucceed by diſtant applica- 
tions, I determined to go down to 
Pcrtſmouth and ſpeak to Captain Stan- 
hope myſelf, and I ſet out in the 
ſtage-coach for that purpoſe. One 
of my fellow travellers happened to 
be a young gentleman, who was a 
midſhipman belonging to one of the 
ſ}1p3 which compoſed the fleet, then 


about 
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about to ſail for the Channel ſervice; 
and in his converſation about it, he 
happened to mention that Captain 
IVaifingham commanded the Thun- 
derer, then at Spithead. This cir- 
cumſtance gave new hopes to me 
in my expedition, and I determined 
to apply to my former friend; and 
though I had not ſeen him for a con- 


ſiderable time, I rather felt confident 


that he would not turn a deaf ear 
to my petition. This confidence 
was, however, in ſome degree ſup- 
preſſed; when, ſoon after my arri- 
val in Portſmouth, the Midſhipman, 
whom I have juſt mentioned, very 
politely eſcorted, me to the door of 
Captain Walfingham's lodgings ; for a 
very 1mpertinent valet de chambre told 
me, without ceremony or civility, 

that 
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that the morning was the only time 
to call there, and that, if I wiſhed to 
ſee his maſter, it muſt be as early as 
ten o'clock, 


Perſons 1n diſtreſs, and eſpecially 
thoſe whoſe minds have not been forti- 
fied by education and enlightened ſoci- 
ety, are much diſpoſed to be govern- 
ed by ſuperſtitious affections; and 
however unjuſtly, I could not conquer 
the apprehenſion that the ungracious 
reception I had met with from the 
ſervant in the evening, was an unfa- 
vourable omen of that which I ſhould 
find from the maſter in the morning: 
In ſhort, I paſſed a very uncomfort- 
able night, and at nine o'clock the 
next day I preſented myſelf at Cap- 
tain Walfingham's lodging, when I 
was 
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was, informed he would wait upon 


me in about half an hour. 


It was not beyond that time when 
he entered the room, accompanied 


by General Monckton, Sir Chriſtopher 


Keys, and Captain Finch, and in a 
very polte, but diſtant manner, aſked 
me my buſineſs. As I held down 
my head he did not know me till I 
ſpoke, and I told him that it was to 
reheve my father from his miſerable 
and unmerited ſituation that I took 
the liberty of applying to him. - He 
then ſmiled, and told me I ſhould 
have my father ; that he was engaged 


to fit upon a martial; but, if I would 


favour him with my addreſs, he 
would call upon me about twelve 


o'clock, and talk with me further 


about the buſineſs. My addreſs was 
eagerly 
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eagerly preſented to him, and I re- 
turned to the inn in a very different 
ſtate of mind and flow of ſpirits from 


that in which 1 had ſo lately left it. 


But I had not been there above ten 
minutes before he arrived; and, on en- 


tering the room, exclaimed, ** In the 


(e 


te 
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nameof wonder, my dear girl, what 
has brought you here?“ —““ No- 
thing more nor leſs,” anſwered I, 
than the ſituation of my father, who 
is too old to engage in the ſervice of 
a king's ſhip, and whoſe diſcharge 
muſt be obtained, or it will break 
my heart.“ —* Well,“ ſaid he, 
make yourſelf eaſy, and I will go 
myſelf to Captain Stanhope, and 
by ſome means contrive to releaſe 
your father.”— He then gave me 


all 
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all the money he had about him, and 
bid me expect him in the evening, 
when he would bring me more. 


Words are not ſufficient to expreſs 
my contentment at the affurances 
which were now given me of my poor 
father's releaſe ; and nothing would 
ſerve me but I muſt go on board 
of the Garland and inform him of 
the happy tidings. When I arri- 
ved along fide the ſhip, he was ſoon 
called, and obtained immediate leave 
to come into the boat to me, where 
he embraced his daughter, who was 
dutiful, at leaſt in this inſtance, with 
a flood of tears; but I had only 
wiped them away with my handker- 
chief but with my words, by aſſuring 
him of Captain Walſingham's promiſe 

co 
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to releaſe him from his preſent ſitua- 
tion. — After giving him a few 
guineas, in caſe he ſhould want 
money, I embraced him again, re- 
ceived another ſhower of parental 
tears on my cheek, and returned on 


ſhore, 
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Mr. Walfingham grows more attached to me 

than ever. Releaſes my Father, and propoſes 
to ſettleh im in ſome comfortable Line for the re- 
mainder of his Life, which the Old Gentleman 
rejefts, when he found it was to be at the Ex- 
pence of his Daughter's Proſlitution.—The 
Manner of my ſpending myTime at Portſmouth, 
and the Difficulties that aroſe in procuring 
Lodęings, where Mr Walfingham could viſit 
me. — Some Anecdotes while I remained there. 


M R. Walfingham had not forgotten 


his former punctuality, for he 


came to me as the clock ſtruck the 
hour which he had appointed, and 
made his viſit more than welcome by 
the aſſurance that wy father was. on 


board 
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board the Thunderer, where he had 
orderedevery attentionto be paid him, 
and that he was to come to his Jodg- 
ings thenext morning at nine o'clock, 
an order to make ſome arrangement 
for his future ſervice. I had not 
words to acknowledge the kindneſs, 
and when I obſerved to Mr. Walſing- 
ham, weeping as I made the obſer- 
vation, that I had been the cauſe of 
my fathers ruin and of my mother's 
death, and had no other means of 
making atonement for my paſt of- 
fences, but by doing what I now 
could for his eaſe and comfort, —he 
replied, that as he mult take ſome 
ſhare in that buſineſs, it ſhould be 


his endeavour to afliſt in making 


ſome amends for it; and that there- 


fore he had three propoſals to offer to 
my father's choice, one of which he 
4 flattered 


flattered himſelf ,would make the 
old man happy; which was to buy 
him a ſmall houſe and get him a com- 
fortable place in the King's-yard, or 
make him a warrant officer on board 
of his ſhip, a ſituation which would 
alſo ſecure ſomething for his widow 
after his death, or he would allow 
him-an annuity during his life, when 
I might board with him, *till Mr. 
IValfingham came from ſea; for he 
intended, he ſaid, to go out only with 
the Channel fleet, and when that re- 
turned, he was determined to go to 
ſea no more. 


I have often declared, and the de- 
claration came from my heart, that 
however my affections might have 
had their temporary objects, Mr. 
[Valfingham was the real poſſeſſor of 

Vol. Iv. F them; 


£ 
\ 


— —— — —̃ — og 
* 
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tering, to have quitted the humbleſt 
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them; and certain am J, that if his 
ſituation had been ſuch as to have 
permitted his being conſtantly with 
me, I ſhould never have been falſe 
to my firſt attachment to him; but 
his conduct at this period, and on this 
particular occaſion was ſo pecuuliarly 
gracious, and unexpected, that all 
my firſt regard returned, with renew- 
ed violence, and I would from thence 
have been contented to have lived 
in any fituation with him, and for 
him alone ;—nor ever been tempted 
by any allurements, however glit- 


ſtation in which he might have placed 
me. But ſuch a reſolution was not to 
be exerciſed, and it was his lot in a 
ſhort time afterwards, to be loſt to 
his country, and to the world. Nor 
will it be relating a circumſtance to 

my 


/ 
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my own diſhonour, ifl mention, that 
when his country and friends wept 
his melancholy cataſtrophe, that my 
tears lowed in ſecret, and that I now 
feel, and ſhall ever be ſenſible of che 
moſt poignant regret at his loſs, and 
grateful regard to his memory, while 
my heart is ſuſceptible of thoſe ſen- 
dations. 


But to return to my ſtory.— 


My father *till this moment, was 
never troubled by the leaſt ſuſpicion 
that Mr. Walſingham's friendſhip for 
me had any tendency, but ſuch as 
that ſentiment might fully juſtify, 
He had conſidered him hitherto as a 
relation -of my husband; and had 
cver mentioned him in that light and 
that alone to myſelf and others. 


F 2 But 
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But when all theſe propoſals were 
made to him, he began to think all 
was not right ; and having too much 
| integrity, and ſpirit to receive any- 
\d thing which he apprehended was 
if purchaſed by the ſacrifice of his 
1 daughter's virtue; he, with every 
expreſſion of gratitude, declined ac- 
cepting the offers which Mr. Wal- 
ing ham had made. 


—_—_— — 


He now called upon me,—and after 
the firſt ſalutation, which I need not 
deſcribe, was over, he made ſome 
i enquiries about my husband ; which 
| though with great delicacy marked 

his ſuſpicion,—I gave him ſuch an- 
ſwers, as did not, I fear, quite re- 
move them; however, ſaid he, Cap- 
1 _ tain Waljfingham is an excellent man, 
and taking ten guineas out of his 
pocket, 


3 r ET Con 
* 


Mi” Dr — 
— —— — ——— — — - 
* 


ANN SHELDON. 125 


pocket, ** this 1s what he has given 


«© me,” continued he, “ to take me 


« to London; and to London he 
went the very next morning. He 
wiſhed very much that I ſhould ac- 
company him, but my inclinations 
to remain with Mr. Walſingbam were 
never ſo ſerious as they were at this 
moment, and as he did every thing 
to encourage them, I was reſolved 


to remain at Portſmouth, till the fleet 
ſailed. Fi, 5 


I remained for ſome time at the 
Inn, *till the ſcruples of the landlady 
breaking forth in unpleaſant obſer- 
vations, on my being ſo continually 
viſited by a Captain of a Man of War, 
he determined to get me a lodging. 


This, however, was a matter of no 


| {mall difficulty, as he knew how 


3 very 


— 
— 


— — ———— —— — 
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yery faſt anecdotes travelled from 
Portſmouth to London, and therefore 


dared not ſuffer it to be known that 


he had ſuch a perſon as myſelf with 
him. At length, however, an a- 
partment was taken, and he viſited 
me under the pretence of bringing 
me meſſages from my husband, who 
was repreſented at a Lieutenant on 
board his ſhip; but as this Lieute- 
nant never made his appearance; the 
miſtreſs of the houſe began to hint 
her ſuſpicions that there was no 
husband at all, and I was obliged to 
remove to a lodging on the Common, 


where Mr. Walfngham himſelf was 


not known, 


Here we remained for ſome time, 
very comfortably, but happening to 


leave ſome of Mr, Fal/ngham's franks 


upon 
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upon the table, the Maſter of the 
houſe, who had all the ſuſpicion of 
a rank Methodiſt, began to look a 
little more minutely into our” con- 
duct in order to guard againſt any 
defilement his houſe might ſuffer 
from my abode, andmy friends vi- 
ſits there. When once this pious 
man had got upon the ſcent he ſoon 
diſcovered enough to be certain of 
what he ſuſpected; and one even- 
ing he, without any reſerve, told 
Captain Malſingbam that he knew 
who he was, and deſired him to take 
me out of the houſe, as he knew 
alſo. who I was.—*« If that is the 
*« caſe,” ſaid Mr. Walfingham, i and 
you really know who I am, you 
«< ought to have kept your diſtance; 
and if you do not,” continued he, 
drawing his hanger, „I will cut 

F 4 « your 
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« your ears off.” As I really ap- 
prehended he would murder the man, 
I ſcreamed out with all my might, 
which brought down the man's wife 
in her ſhift, and a very pretty ſcene 
of contuſion enſued ; till at length, 
Mr. Walſingbam defired me to put on 
my cloaths, for that I ſhould leave 
the houſe that night, as he was de- 
termined to ſend his ſhip's crew the 
next morning to pull it about the 


. owner's ears. 


We accordingly ſallied forth, late 
and ſhowery as it was; and as Port/- 
mouth was then ſo extremely full of 
people from the circumſtance of the 
grand fleet, not a bed could be pro- 
cured for me; ſo that dripping wet 
as I was, there was nothing to be 
done but t to move along the ramparts 

from 
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from ſentry- box, to ſentry-box, till 
we got in the vicinity of Mr. Wal- 
fignham's lodgings ; and after a thou- 


ſand contrivances to get his ſervants 


into their beds, —he contrived at laſt, 


* 


to get me into his. 


The next day, new difficulties oc- 
curred; and no Pantomime ever ex- 
hibited more tricks, than were now 
diſplayed, to prevent the diſcovery of 
my being in the houſe. In the morn- 
ing there was to be no fire as uſual 
in his bed room, becauſe it made 
his head ach, —as for company he 
was to ſee none, as he was very much 
indiſpoſed ;—and then two muffins 
were ordered for breakfaſt inſtead of 
one, becauſe he found himſelf ſo 
unaccountably hungry. While the 
ſervants were ordered not to wait as 

F 5 "Be 
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he would be interrupted in writing 
his letters : but the worſt of all was, 
that I was obliged to be ſqueezed in- 
to a cloſet, where Ilay half ſmother- 
ed, upon a mattraſs *till it was dark 
and an opportunity might be found 
to get me out of the houſe unſeen. 


As Mr. Walfngham had ſo many 
letters to write, he ordered his din- 
ner at his lodgings, and taking an 
opportunity to ſend his ſervants with 
different meflig:s, J was permitted 
to creep out of my hole, like a mouſe, 
in order. to get a little food, —and 
with all the apprehenfion of that ti- 
morous animal, whenever the leaſt - 
noiſe was heard, I uſed to run back 
to my retreat, with any thing 1 
could ſnatch from my 'plate, and 
there lye EY till 1 had per- 

' miſſion 
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miſſion to riſk another five minutes 
at the table. — Thus I remained *till 
late in the evening, when we made 
our eſcape unperceived, and without 
the leaſt ſuſpicion in the family, or 
even amongCaptain Malſingham's ſer- 
vants, that he had entertained ſuch a 
companion as myſelf. 


But difficulty ſeemed to follow 
upon difficulty, and to get a bed 
this night, was as arduous an under- 
taking as in the preceding evening. 
But Mr. M alſing bam had a moſt ad- 
mirable genius for a ſcheme, and ac- 
cording to his ſuggeſtion we conti- 
nued walking about till all the ſtage 
coaches were gone for London; and 
then we made a puth, at a decent lit- 
tle public-houſe, for a bed, under 

F 6 the 


132 ME MOTIRS OP 


the repreſentation that I had miſſed 
the coach for town. Here I was, 
very fortunately for me, received 
without hefitation, and treated with 
great civility; but the next day I 
was obliged to look out for another 
lodging; and in order to avoid all 
future doubt and trouble on the oc- 
caſion, I applied to a Jew, who for 
a ſmall ſum of money undertook to 
procure me an apartment, where 
1 might do what, — receive whom, 


Hand paſs for any * pleaſ- 
ed. | 


Here we remained for ſome time; 
and though the people of the Houſe 
knew Mr. Walfingham perfectly well, 
they appeared, with great propri- 
&y to confider him as my huſ- 

991 band, 


band, and never gave either him or 
me the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect that 
they were at all acquainted with 
our real ſituation and character. 


EK CHAP. | * 
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H KP. 1. 


The Manner of my ſpending my Time at Port/- 
mouth—Many little Adu, tures that occurred 
during my ſtay there—Mr. WValfingham ſails, 
though in a very indifferent State of Health— 
Returns very ill, and obliged to go London, 
where I immediately followed bim—Several 

| Letters that paſſed between us. | 


LL the time which Mr. Falfng- 
ham could ſpare, he was with 
| me; and, among other methods we 
| took to amuſe ourſelves, I ſhall relate 
one which we employed to be reven- 
ged of our religious landlord, whoſe 
impertinent behaviour drove us from 


his 
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his houſe, and fubjeAed us to fo 


many inconveniencies. 


My good friend, among many 
other very pleaſant qualifications, 
poſſeſſed, as Thave obſerved, an un- 
common talent for carrying on an 
unlucky ſcheme, and he now ſet his 
genius to work, to torment the pſalm- 
ſinging gentleman in queſtion. He 
accordingly encloſed a letter, directed 


to this man, to ſome friend in Lon- 


din, who was to forward it by the 


poſt ; and this epiſtle, which was 
written in a lawyer's hand, informed 


him, 'that he had been traced out as 


heir to a very conſiderable fortune, 
and deſired his immediate attendance 


in London to take poſſeſſion of it. The 


information was given in the cha- 


racter of an attorney, who named 


1 his 
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his addreſs, and expreſſed his impa- 
tience to confirm it, from the happy 
intelligence he had communicated by 
letter. Accordingly the poor Metho- 
diſt, who was a dupe to his faith, at 
leaſt in this inſtance, ſet off immedi- 
ately for London, where he ſoon diſ- 
covered the impoſition ; but did not, 
as we afterwards found to our great 
ſatisfaQtion, exerciſe that reſignation 
on the ſcore of his diſappointment, 
which the religion he ſo zealouſly 
profeſſed teaches to its votaries. 


Another trick of a ſimilar kind we 
played on a Mr. Martin, who was con- 
cerned in providing ſomething or 
other for the ſhipping, and of courſe 
had occaſional buſineſs with Mr. Wal- 
 fingham. This perſon paid his court 
to me in very expreſs terms, and ac- 
| companied 
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companied his propoſals with very 
generous - offers; but at this time 1 
was ſo ſincerely and entirely attached 
to my friend Boyle, that the firſt mo- 
narch on the globe would not have 
tempted me from him. I therefore, 
without heſitation, told him of Mr. 
Martin's propoſitions, and begged 
that the gentleman might be forbid- 
den the houſe. By no means, ſaid 
WWalfingham ; we will cool his paſſion 
with a jaunt, and a plan was imme- 
diately formed for that purpoſe. Ac- 
cordingly a day or two afterwards, in 
one of my morning walks, I met 
Mr. Martin, and treated him with a 
degree of encouraging civility which 
I had never before ſhewn him. This 
conduct of mine immediately brought 
on his declarations; and as he fore- 
ſaw the difficult of ſucceeding while 
I was - 
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] was in the country, he propoſed 
to go to town whenever I went thi- 
ther, in order to pay his devoirs to 
me there without interruption. To 
this propoſal I ſhewed no heſitation, 
but told him that I ſhould leave 
Poriſmouth in a day or two, and give 
him my addreſs to an'houſe in town, 
where, my apartments were. I alfo 
deſired that he wonldtake no denial, 
but walk boldly up to the firſt floor, 
in ſpite of any oppoſition, where T 
ſhould probably be ready to receive 
mM. -* 


In the mean time I wrote to town 
to my acquaintance, informing them, 
that I apprehended ſuch a perſon 
would call for me there, and defired 
that they would chaſtiſe his imper- 
tinence as it deſerved. In ſhort, pot 

to 
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to lengthen my ſtory, he ſet off im- 
mediately for London; and when he 
concluded that J was arrived, he pro- 


ceeded to my lodgings as he thought 


them, but found a reception of a dif- 
ferent nature from that which he ex- 
peed. for as I had hinted to him, 
he would take no denial ; and in at- 
tempting to force his way up ſtairs, 
he received a very handſome drub- 
bing, and was afterwards turned, 
with no common inconvenience, into 


the ſtreet. I really thought that Mr. 


Malfing ham would have expired with 
laughter, when 1 read the account 
which my London friend ſent me of 
Mr. Martin's adventure. 


Captain Finch and Captain Garnier 


* 


both made ſome attempts to ſee me, 


but that was not a moment for me 
to 


140 MEMOIRS OF 


to prefer any man upon earth to Mr, 
Walfingham, who had already aſſured 
me, that when he returned from ſea 
he would buy me a ſmall houſe 
ſomewhere in the neighbourhood of 
Clapham, and live entirely with me; 
or at leaſt as much as his own domeſ- 


tic concerns would poſſibly ſuffer 
him, 


Thus did we live for a conſiderable 
time in great comfort and mutual ſa- 
tisfaction ; but this life is not made 
for a continuance of pleaſure; - and 
the grand fleet threatened a very ſpee- 
dy departure: but this was not all, 
for Mr. WWalingham became very 
much indifpoſed, and was under the 
neceſſity of remaining at his own 
lodgings, ſo that I did not ſee him 
for ſeveral days, at the very time 

when 
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when I wiſhed to ſee him moſt, and 
when orders for the ſailing of the 
fleet were every moment expected. 


He did not, however, forget me, 
but ſent me the following ſhort ac- 
count of himſelf. 


« My dear Nancy, 

& I intended calling on you both 
« yeſterday and to-day ; but I have 
&« been ſo much indiſpoſed, that Iam 
hardly able to ſtir. I will ſee you 
« as ſoon as I am better. Don't 
fend an anſwer to this, but ſay it 
„is very well. | 


* 


28 Your's 0 affectionately, 


« B. W.“ 
Mrs. Archer, No. 10. 
North · ſtreet, Common; 


| This 
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"Chis account of his illneſs from 
}::zelf, with the expectation of his 
going immediately to ſea, made me 
extremely unhappy 3 but the next 
day he was ſomething better, and did 
not fail to call upon me, as he had 
promiſed, Well, ſaid he, my dear 
girl, I expect orders every day to go 
to ſea, but pray that I may not be 
knocked on the head before I come 
back and ſettle you; for my whole 
care at preſent 1s to ſee you well pro- 
vided for, and in a fituation above 
the ſport of a malevolent and unfor- 
giving world. This ſentiment he 
repeated again and again and, on 
his leaving me, added every expreſ- 
ſion that could convey the ſtrong af- 
fection he felt for me. 


As 
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As his illneſs returned upon him, 
he was obliged to return to his con- 
ſinement, ſo that I did not ſee him 
for near a week; when one morn- 
ing my landlord came to me in a 
great hurry, and told me, as. the 
fleet was then going out, if I did not 
look out ſharp, I ſhould not be able 
to ſee my huſband before he ſailed. 
In conſequence of this intelligence, I 
hurried away to Portſmouth as fait as 
] could in order to ſce him, when at 
the very Moment he was gone to take 
leave of me, and we unluckily miſ- 
ſed of each other; however, when I 
returndd home, I found the follow- 
ing letter which he had left for me: 


My dear Nancy, 
4 have been very ill ever ſince 
&« J. ſaw you, and at preſent am 
: walking 
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« walking about with a fever on 
me; but I am forced to go on board 
as we are going to ſea, I would 
not have you ſtay here longer than 
« a fortnight. If we don't return 
&« by that time, go to town, and write 
&« to Portſmouth where I may ſend to 
vou. 


« Tt is not, I hope, neceſſary to 
« caution you to take care of your- 
&« ſelf, and not, on any account, to 
% mention my name, as our mar- 
e riage muſt be kept a ſecret. 


« Be a good girl, and you will al- 
« ways find me 


& Your affectionate 


| „ B. W.“ 
Mrs. Archer, No. 10, x 
North- ſtreet, Common, 


On 
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On receiving; this letter I thought 
that I ſhould have gone raving mad, 
aud was not able to hold up my head 
for ſeveral days. In this ſituation the 
people of the houſe did every thing 
in their power to pacify and comfort 
me; and continually filled me with 
hapes that, as the weather was bad, 
the fleet would return. But it was 
not long before I received all the ſa- 
tis faction which I could receive, in a 
ſtate of abſence, from the only object 
of my happineſs. Never in my life 
had I received more heartfelt pleaſure 
than when I received the following 
letter, which was brought to my bed, 
where I lay moping and melancho- 
ly, till the aſſurances this paper 
brought, raiſed me into ſpirits and 
contentment. 


vet A „„ My 
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cc 


cc 


«cc 


cc 
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Torbay, Oclober 29, 1779. 


„My dear Nancy, 
„ We have had ſome very bad 


weather, and have been obliged 
to ſtop here. I incloſe you ſome 
money for fear you ſhould want it 
before my return l leave it to your 
prudence how to conduct yourſelf; 
—1f it is known you and J are mar- 
ried, you know we muſt be parted. 


« I would not have you leave 
Poriſenouth till I return, which I 
hope will be foon—God bleſs you, 
my dear Nancy Believe me moſt 
ſincerely and affectionately yours, 


66: 2d; 0s. 


To which I wrote the following 
anſwer ;— 


« My 


(e 
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% My dear Walſingham, ; 


] received yours, dated the 29th. 
I am happy to hear you are ſo 
much better. Never mind the 
badneſs of the weather, ſo you 
have your health. You had no 
occaſion to ſend me money, as I 
had not meddled with what you 
left me. I have no news to ſend ; 
God ſend your health better, and 
your ſoon return, I have ſtill 
reaſons to think I am with 
child. You would laugh to ſee 


* what an oeconomiſt I am grown; 


for one guinea ſerves me a week, 
and the time was that twenty 
would not, as you know too well, 
I believe. Let me hear from you 
as ſoon as you can. I have no 
amuſement here, for I never go 
out of doors, and the chief of my 

G 2 „ employ- 


* 
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employment is reading. The 
people of the houſe are very civil 
* andobliging to me. I ſhall think 
every day a month till I ſee you 
again. Till then, adieu! from your 
“ afteQionate, 


* 


* 


« A. ARCHER.” 


I continued in my preſent ſituation 
much eaſier in my mind than I had 
been, till I received another letter, 
which cauſed me to remove from the 
one, and occaſioned a very unpleaſant 
change in the other. 


% My dear Nancy, 


] am obliged, from a bad ſtate of 

& health, to leave my ſhip and go to 
London; fo that 1 would not ad- 
4 “ yiſe 
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« viſe you to remain any longer in 
& Poriſmouth.-My dear girl, your 
60 affectionate, 


„ 


Exon, Nov. 19. 


This letter threw me into a flood 
of tears, and the woman of the 
houſe, who was in the parlour while 
read it, was extremely alarmed at 
the effect it had upon me. I was not 
only uneaſy at Mr. Malſing ham's ill- 
neſs, but I was apprehenſive that 
ſome ſuggeſtions might have offered to 
him, or ſome circumſtance happened, 
which would occaſion our ſeparation. 
Portſmouth, therefore, was no longer a 
place for me, and I ſet off, with all 
my package, that very night for Lon- 
don. On my arrival there, I ſent to 
the public-houſe which was fre- 
G 3 quented 
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quented by Mr. Walfingham's ſer- 


vants, to diſcover whether he was 
really ill, or if his account of him- 
ſelf was an excuſe, which I expect- 
ed, to get rid of me; but my meſ- 
ſenger brought me back the news, 
that he was really very ill and at- 
tended by phyſicians. 


Though my alarms were increa- 
ſed with reſpect to him, I received 
ſome conſolation from the reflection 
that his regard for me was unaba- 
ted; and I received a very ſufficient 
one the next day, when he ſent me 
the following anſwer to the letter, 
which I wrote him, enquiring after 
his health, and expreſſing my appre- 
henſions, that he was for ſome reaſon 
or other diſpleaſed with me: 


ce My 
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„ My dear girl, 


« ] am not in the leaſt angry with 


«© you. I am ſure I have no reaſon 
c 


5 


* 


regard poſſible for you. 


« T am very ill indeed, and this 
4“ morning ſhall have a conſultation. 
„% Write to me by the penny-poſt, 
&« and let me know how to direct to 
& you in future, God bleſs you. 


"Wo. 


:Portugal-Strect, 


This letter gave me ſome ſatisfac- 
tion, tho' I was extremely unhappy 
at the dangerous illneſs which he ap- 
peared to me to deſcribe; and igno- 


rant as I was of the parade of phy- 
| G 4 ſic, 


to be ſo; but have the greateſt 
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ſic, I thought that a conſultation was 
little better than a prelude to the 
ſending for an undertaker : Indeed, 
I thought of nothing but him ; and 
I never went out of my lodgings 
till I wrote to him for permiſſion to 
go and ſtay at my father's till I had 
the pleaſure of being informed of his 
recovery. This requeſt of mine 
gave him great ſatisfaction, and he 
ſent me the following anſwer to it: 


&« My dear Nancy, 


ce In the firſt place, I have been 
ſo ill that I have not been able 
« to write to you. In the next, had 
] been able, I could not make out 
„your direction. I am now, I 
« hope, recovering, and I ſhall get 
„well ſoon. 


o 


* * 


* 


« think 
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I think you are extremely right 
in going to your father's; but 
ſend me your direction that I may 
know where to find you.—From 
your affectionate friend, — you 


Devil of Clubs. 


B. W.“ 
Tueſday Morning. 


Whenever he uſed the expreſſion 
of Devil of Clubs, either in his con- 
verſation or his letters, I knew he 
was in good humour; and, therefore,” 
I went to my father's: houſe with 
greater pleaſure, 
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CH A P. 10 


Prove with Child by Mr. Walſingham, for the 
' firſt Time in my Lie - Receive a Letter, 
which appeared to come from Mrs. MWalſing- 
ham, upon the Nature,of my Situation, guard- 
ing me againſt Mr. Walfingham— Miſcarry 
of a fine Bey in Conſequence of Mr. Walſing- 
ham's being ordered out to the Ne -Tndies— 
Many Letters that paſſed. | 


T this time I found myſelf far 
gone with child, and was very 

ill in conſeqence of my ſituation: 
Indeed I was ſeized in ſuch a violent 
manner one Sunday at the Ahlum— 
Chapel, that I was thought for ſome 
little time to be in danger of my 
life. 
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life. When I was got a little bet- 
ter, Mr. Walſingham ſent a perſon to 
defire I would meet him in a coach 
the following day, at twelve o'clock, 
in Mount-Street, when I had the 
pleaſure of ſceing him, and giving a 
particular account of the circum- 
ſtances in which I found myſelf. 


Never was a man of title, great 
eſtate, and family pride, more de- 
lighted at the birth of an heir than 
Mr. Walfingham appeared to be at 
the account I now gave him ;—but, 
as if ſuddenly recollecting himſelf, 
he took me by the hand, and 
aſked me, in the moſt ſerious man- 
ner, if I believed the child to be his? 
My anſwer was, that I was well 


aware of the nature of an oath, and 


that, if it would give him the leaſt 
G 6 ſatis- 
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ſatisfaction, I was ready to declare, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 
I had been faithful to him ever 
ſince our meeting at Portſmouth. 
&« Well then” ſaid he, „ my dear 
girl, take care of yourſelf—T ſhall 
& not go out to ſea till the ſpring, 
& and then only into the channel, 
% and when I return I ſhall go to ſea 
&© no more. You ſhall want for no- 
& thing, and, when the young one 
„ comes, we ſhall be as happy as 
« the day is long.” He then gave 
me a bank-note for fifty pounds, and 
ſaid he would again endeavour to ſee 
me ſoon ; and complained that, ill 
as he was, he was daily haraſſed by 
his official attendancies at the Ad- 
miralty, | 


After 
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After ſome time we uled to meet 
almoſt every day in a hackney-coach 
and, as his time of going to fea ap- 
proached, I prefled him continually 
to let me go to ſea, arrayed as his 
cabin- boy; and moſt wil:ingly would 


I have accompanied him in the moſt | 


ſ-rvile capacity ;—but he declared, 


that however his own inchnations ' 


might urge him to with ſuch an ar- 
rangement, he knew 1t to be 1m- 
practicable, —more particularly, as 
ſcveral young men of quality were 
to go out with him, and who would 
live conſtantly in his cabin: In 
ſhort, though I continued to urge, 
and often times with tears, the poſ- 
ſibility of being on board his ſhip, 
without being diſcovered, he would 
never conſent to my propoſal, but 
always aſſured me, that he ſhould re- 

turn 
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turn in a very ſhort time ; and would 
let me hear from him every week : 
Still, however, my mind brood- 
ed over this project; and I be- 
lieve, nay, I know that I ſhould 
have made an attempt to Carry it 
into execution, if my purpoſe had not 
been checked by the following ano- 
nymous letter, which I received at 
this time :—But who was the writer 
of it, if it was not Mr. Walſingbam 
himſelf, or, at leaſt, ſome one by 
his deſire, I have not been able to 
form the moſt diſtant conjecture, as 
I could not conceive that it was poſ- 
fible for hislady to be acquainted with 
my wiſhes or deſigns on the ſubjeQ. 


& Madam, 


& do not mean, believe me, to 
„ write any thing that may be con- 
&« ſidered as reflections upon your 


« fitua- 
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ſituation on life. The arts of 


others, and misfortunes of your 


own, may have combined to tempt 
and ſeduce you from the rigid 
paths of virtue. I am too ſenſible 
of the weakneſs of my own ſex, 
and too well acquainted with the 
inſinuating, and, in ſome cir- 
cumſtances, the irreſiſtible power 


of the other, to ſuppoſe that every 


woman who has ſwerved from 
the line of chaſtity is to be the 
object of contempt or abhorrence, 
I have other and better feelings ; 
and, as I think that compaſſion is 
due, in an eminent degree, to the 
female unfortunate, I flatter my- 
{elf that I have never ceaſed to in- 


dulge it on their ſubject. 


“% Beſides, Madam, as there are 
gradations in every character of 
« which 


1 
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which human nature 1s ſuſcep- 
tible, there muſt be degrees of 
merit, even among thole whom 
the impulſe of neceſſity, the cruel- 
ty. of parents, the duplicity of 
lovers, or the violence of paſſion, 
have forced to the mclancholy, 
miſerable ꝓractice of proſtitution, 
There are women in this unhappy 
predicament, who, amidſt all the 
diſgrace of an unchaſte life, have 
more real virtue in their hearts 
than many of thoſe who reſt their 
honour upon the ſanction of the 
altar.—There are thoſe, who, in 
a character which is conſidered as 
abandoned, have ſcruples and act 
under their influence with a degree 
of reſolution that would do honour 
to the moſt honourable ſituation. 


% ] have 


— 
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4 ] have heard it ſaid, and I be- 
lieve the report to be true, that 
there are women, called women 
of the town, whom nothing can 
tempt to form connections with 
married men, who, though they 


of rectitude that will not ſuffer 
them to infringe upon the matri- 
monial happineſs, by ſowing the 
ſeeds of diſcord in that union 
which is ſo eſſential to the inte- 
reſts of ſociety, and is ſanctioned 
by the laws of heaven. 


Though Jam not a ſtranger to 
the irregularities of your life, Iam 


thority which / juſtifies my reli- 


« calm 


themſelves are treated as the out- 
caſts of ſociety, poſſeſs a principle 


diſpoſed to believe, from an au- 


ance, that you poſſeſs, in your cool, 
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calm moments, thoſe better quali- 
ties and principles which I have 
deſcribed ; and I truſt, that you 


will exerciſe them in a manner 


that will do you honour, and go 
a great way towards redeeming 
the errors you may have commit» 


ted, and may ſtill be obliged to 


commit, 


* You know the influence you 
have over a certain perſon, whom 
I ſhall not name. You profeſs, 
and perhaps poſſeſs a real affection 
for him, which I muſt ſay that 1 
know he feels for you nor ſhall 
err againſt truth, if I aſſert that this 
attachment has been the cauſe of 
much inconvenience and diſhonour 
to himſelf, as well as the ſource of 

“ much 


ce 


£6 
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much diſunion and ſome diſtraction 
in his family. 


„At has been whiſpered, that at 
this time he is frequent in his vi- 
ſits to you, and that he has a de- 
ſign in contemplation of taking 
you with him in the voyage for 


which he is now preparing. The 


principal object of thisletter, there- 
fore, is, to warn you not to yield 
to ſuch a propoſal, if he ſhould be 
ſo imprudent as to urge it to you. 
Such a circumſtance would do him 
great injury, not only as a man, as 


an huſband, and as a father, but al- 


ſo as an officer. It would create 
a ſtory, that, in the preſent rage for 
every. thing of private anecdote, 
would be ſpread through the town 
as a ſtigma upon his character, 
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and a ridicule upon his family. If, 
therefore, you have the regard 
for him which you profeſs, you 
will not think of engaging in a 
ſcheme which will finally end 
in your unhappineſs, and muſt 
diſgrace the object of your re- 
gard. As for his doing what may 
be neceſſary to ſupport you in any 
decent way of life, that 1s his du- 
ty, and I hope he will fulfil it. 
But if you with to conſult his ho- 
nour and happineſs, you will do 
well to have no further connection 
with him, but ſuch as may ariſe 
from that claim of ſupport, which, 
I am ready to acknowledge you 
have a right, a ſad right, to make 
upon him. 


- 17 46 have 
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%] have done—and do not make 
© any apology for the length of this 
« letter, as your happineſs is per- 
„ haps as much concerned in attend- 
« ing to the dictates of it, as the 
„% writer may be intereſted in offer- 
ing them to your good ſenſe and 
e reflection. 


“ am, your friend, 


& As well as the friend of 


& MR. WALSINGHAM, 


66 — — — — 3 


This letter had no trifling effect 
upon my mind, and it determined me 
to think no more of accompanying 
my friend. The firſt time, however, 
| ſaw him after the receipt of it, I 
ſhowed it to o him, when he read it 

with 
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with great attention, and, as he re- 
turned it to me, I ſaw a tear in his 
eyc, which brought plenty of them 
into mine; but he never made a fin- 
gle obſervation upon the matter at 
that time, or when I ſaw him after- 
wards, which was not more than 
twice. 


The day following he had appoint- 
ed me to meet him, as uſual, in a 
hackney coach in Mount-ftreet, and | 
had not been there five minutes be- 
fore I ſaw Mr: //a/fingham, and a lady 
holding his arm, coming down the 
ſtreet. As he paſſed he made his uſval 
ſignal that heſaw me, but that he could 
not join me at that time; fo, when 
he was gone, I diſcharged. the coach, 
with an intent to walk home. But 
I had ſcarce got into the next ſtreet, 


when 


/ 
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when I me* with Captain fewer, who 
had been in the Eaft India Company's 
ſervice ; and, after ſome little preli- 
minary converſation, he aſked me 
& when I had ſeen my friend Mr, 
« Mas ſingham?“ when I had replied 
to his queſtion, he laughed, and 
ſaid “ I ſhould not have him long, 
% for that he was made a Commo- 
% dore, and was going to the Meſt- 
„ Indies, to re-inforce Admiral Rad- 
„% ney, where he would be ſtationed 
“ for three years.“ Good God! 
„% Captain Hewet,” I exclaimed, — 
« whatdo you tell me?“ „ Indeed, 
replied he, “ it is true, and his 
„Squadron now lays at Spithead.” 
«© Then, faid I, it is all over 
« with me,” and inſtantly ſunk into 
his arms. After recovering myſelf a 
little, I defired he would let me fit 


down 
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down upon the ſtep of a door, and 
call a coach for me : a chair, however, 
paſſing by at that inſtant, he placed 
me in it, and I returned home more 
dead than alive. Nor had I been in 
the houſe an hour before 1 miſcarri- 
ed of a boy. 


The next day I ſent anexpreſs meſ- 
ſenger to Mr. Walſinghbam, to inform 
him of. all that had happened; and 
in the evening he paid me a viſit. 
Nothing could equal his tenderneſs 
on the occaſion, and as he looked at 
the child which lay in a little box, 
he declared with tears in his eyes, 
that he would ſooner have given a 
thouſand pounds than that ſuch an 
accident ſhould have happened. But as 
the misfort une could not now be pre- 
vented, he entreated me to have pa- 
tience, 


tience, and ſuſtain my ſpirits, for 
that he made no doubt but he ſhould 
be ſhortly called home, and that in 
the mean time, I ſhould hear from 
him every week. He then gave or- 
ders to the people of the houſe to 
take every poſſible care of, me, and 
promiſed to ſee me again before his 
departure for Portſmouth, In a few 
days he was ordered to leave London, 


and the day before he took leave of 


the Admiralty he came to take leave 
of me; when, after giving me every 


conſolation and aſſurance of affection 


which words could convey, he pre- 
ſented me with two fifty pound notes, 
and thirty ſix guineas in caſh, which 
he accompanied with a promiſe that 
he would fend me regular remit- 
tances from the Meſt-Indies. At the 
ſame time, he deſired me not to think 
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of going down to Portſmouth, as his 
wife and many of his particular 


ance would tend to encreaſe his diſ- 
treſs, without producing any real 
ſatisfation to myſelf, 
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friends would be there, to ſee him 
ſet ſail, and therefore my appear- 


As he left me, I fainted away,— 


and the people around me were of 


opinion that he was not in a ſitu- 


ation very different from mine ; for 


he quite ſtaggered, they ſaid, as he 
went out of the houſe. Indeed, my 


grief was ſo outrageous, that it 


ſeemed to be a kind of omen, that 
he would return to me no more. 


The day following, Mr. Walſing- 
ham left town, and 1 remained where 
he left me, with a very ſorrow ful 

heart, 
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heart, and my only employment 
then, was to fit all day, and ſome- 
times a part of the night, to watch 
a windmill, in order to know when 
the wind was fair, for the fleet to 
ſail. Nor was it long before I ſaw 
by the poſition of the fans, that the 
gale was favourable ; when I inſtant- 
ly ordered a poſt-chaiſe, and ſet 
off for Portſmouth, and arrived juſt 
time enough to ſee him going into 
his barge : as he quitted the ſhore he 
put, his pocket-handkerchief to his 
face to let me know that he had ſeen 
me; though he then thought, per- 
haps as little as my ſelf, that he ſhould 


{lee me no more. 


Alas! how have I ſince repented, 
that in ſpite of his remonſtrances, 
and in defiance of the letter which 
1 the 
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the reader has ſo lately ſeen, I had 
not contrived to get on board his ſhip 
in a ſailor's diſguiſe, and remained 
there unknown to him, 'till we were 
too far at ſea to ſend me back again. 
I well know what my fate would 
then have been ; I ſhould have ſhared 
his watery grave, and the waves of 
the ocean would have rolled over us 
both. — Thus many a bitter pang,— _ 
many a poignant heart-ach,—and 
many a frail hour would have been 
ſpared me and I ſhould not at 

this per id have been impelled by 
neceſſity to relate the follies of my 
life. 


CHAP. 
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My Spirits much depreſſed at Mr. Walſingham's 
going to Sea—Reſolved to follow him to the 
Weſt Indies Return to London, when the Ri- 
ets commenced, which diverted me from mypur- 
poſe—Vifit the Camps in Hyde Park—Form 
an acquaintance with Captain Ruſton—Laugh- 


able Anecdote of him Receive the melancholy 


News of the Loſs of Mr. Walſingham—The 
ect it had on me Turn my Thoughts to a 
different Mode of Life. 


I Remained ſome little time at Portſ- 

mouth, in hopes that an alteration 
of the wind, or ſome other accident 
might force the fleet back, and no- 


thing would then have prevented me 


from getting on board the Thunderer. 
H 3 But 


— 


1-4 MEMOIRS OF 


But, that opportunity not occuring, 
I returned to town, with a determin- 
ed reſolution to take my paſlage on 
board the firſt veſſel that ſailed for 
the Weſt-Indies.— But the riots in 
London, now began, and the circum- 
ſtances of them which occaſioned ſo 
much uneaſineſs and diſtreſs to many, 
formed a kind of relief to me. 


However, I ſtill remained in a 
very low ſpirited ſtate, ſo that the 
people of the houſe where I lodged, 
perſuaded me to go and ſee the camps 
which were then formed in differ- 
ent parts of the metropolis ; and in 
Hyde Park, I met with a Captain 
Ruſton, who was quartered at the 
Ahlum. This gentleman paid his 
addreſſes to me without remiſſion, 
and in rather a ſingular manner; 

for 
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for as he found I had money, and- 


was in the proſpect of a continual 


ſupply, he propoſed that I ſhould 
furniſh a houſe, when he would do: 
me the inexpreſſible friendſhip of 


living with me at my own expence. 


In ſhort, he was ſo very generous in 


his offers, that I was determined to 
make him ſome return of a ſimilar 
nature, the very firſt opportunity 
J poſſeſſed of doing it; and it was not 
long before a very unpleaſant one 
occured; and indeed, the only con- 
ſolation I had under it was, that it 
gave me an opportunity of reveng- 
ing myſelf on the mean and pitiful 
diſpoſition of this brave Captain. 


A child of the family where I 


lodged, coming at this time from 


ſchool, I uſed to take her to ſleep 
i & with 
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with me; and I ſoon after found 
myſelf attacked by a kind of torment- 
ing raſh, which became ſo violent, 
that I applied to Mr. Fgſter, an emi- 
nent apothecary in the neighbour- 
hood for relief. At firſt he thought 
my diſorder was the ſmall pox, and 
gave me medicines accordingly :— 
then it was the ſeven day pock, and 
then a fourteen day pock, and after- 
wards a twenty-one day pock. —At 
length, however, it turned out to 
be nothing more or leſs than a cer- 
tain vulgar diſorder, which, how- 
ever, people of faſhion ſometimes 
contrive to get, called the Iich. — 
and in order to transfer this agree- 
able companion to Captain Rſton, I 
ſuffered him for once to approach 
nearer to me than ever he had done 


before. 4 
This 
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This generous ſoldier was now to 
go into diſtant quarters, and could 
not help continuing his requifitions 
that I and my purſe might accom- 
pany him. But ſuch a diſpoſition of 
my affairs, was not the deſign of that 
moment ; and when he told me that 
if I wopld not go with him, the fife 


and drum would get him a wife in 


the firſt market-town the regiment 
was ordered to, —** That may be,” 
ſaid I;“ and the fiddle (meaning the 
& Scotch fiddle) you will take with 
« you, will add to the concert.“ 
But, as I afterwards heard, for I ſaw 
him no more, it was ſome time be- 


fore he felt the full force of my al- 


luſion. 


But as he boaſted that he ſhould 


not be long without a wife, I might 
Hs equally 
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equally vaunt that I need not have 
been long without an husband; for 
a Mr. Craig, a gentleman from Li- 
merick, now added another name to 


my lift of killed and wounded. — 


He had, it ſeems been a brewer of 
eminence and had retired from buſi- 
neſs, and, except in the article of eat- 
ing and drinking, (for he was an epi- 
cure of the firſt elaſs,) poſſeſſed 
all the ſaving knowledge of ſober, 
mercantile life. He uſed, however, 
to call upon me every day, and 
though 1 deteſted the tight of him, 
I thought that he might be ſomehow 
or other, made uſeful to my intereſt. 
But this expectation was ſoon at an 
end, for in one of his viſits, as I was 
looking out of my window, a 'poor 
woman begged charity of me, and 


wy 


my gentleman taking it into his 
head, without rhyme, reaſon, or 


right, that the beggar was waiting 


there under the pretence of giving 
me a letter, he ſeized me by the arm, 
pulled me violently from the win- 
dow, and then went into the ſtreet 
to abuſe the woman, which he did 


in the moſt groſs and indecent man- 


ner; a mob, however, ſoon 'aflem- 
bled about him, and taking the wo- 
man's part, pelted him with dirt and 


ſtones in ſuch a manner as to force 


him back into the houſe, where he 
began to vent his 11]-humour upon 


me; and to threaten that he would 
ſerve me as he once puniſhed a wo- 
man he kept, for her impertinence, 


which was by breaking her arm.— 


This menace was nearly the cauſe of 
my breaking his neck! for I imme 
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diately called the people of the houſe 
to aſſiſt me in turning him out of it, 
which we did with the greateſt via- 
lence, and he was as ſeverely hand- 
Ted as he well could be, without 
breaking his bones. 


This little fracas kept him from 
me for ſome time, but juſt before 
Chriſtmas he called upon me, to 
beg that I would permit him to give 
me a Chriſtmas dinner, and as I had 
invited a few friends to dine with me 
on that day, I thought that I might 
as well tax his pocket on the occa- 


ſion as my own; and as in the ar- 


ticle of eating and drinking he was 
by no means parſimonious, we had a 
very plentiful entertainment, and 


paſſed a very merry day. 


ret In 
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In about a fortnight he called up- 


on me again, and asked me with a 
very ſignificant look, if I had heard 
the news ? When on enquiring to 
what he alluded, he replied with a 


very malicious ſneer, „that the 


« Thunderer, and the Stirling C aſile 


«« were both gone tothe bottom, and 
„ that Mr. Walfingham , to uſe a ſea 
„ phraſe, was got into David Fones's 
« Locker,” —*< J wiſh,” replied I, 
that the earth had ſwallowed you 


up, before you had come to tell me 


the horrid ſtory.” —+** Well,” an- 
ſwered he, ſtill ſneering, your 
pride muſt come down now ;''— 
„ not to ſuch a villain. as you,” I 
exclaimed ; * and if you do not in- 
„ ſtantly get our of the houſe, I 
“ will ſend you as a meſſenger into 
the other world, to let him know 
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«© I am coming after him ;” and 
ſeizing a knife, I ſhould moſt cer- 
tainly have ſtabbed him to the heart, 
if he had not fled away. 


To deſcribe my ſituation is not in 
the capacity of my pen; and if I 
had» not comforted myſelf with the 
hopes that the whole might bea fabri- 
cation of this raſcal to torment and 
mortify me, 1t would have been im- 
poſſible for me to have ſupported the 
ſhock which his cruel intelligence 
gave me. The next day, however, I 
called upon a lady of my acquaint- 
ance, to make enquiries concerning 
the news, when the told me that the 
public papers were full of it; but that 
ſhe underſtood the report wanted offi- 
cial confirmation. That confirmation, 


however, I ſoon received from Cap- 
tain 


- 


tain Farmer, who, meeting me at 
the gate of the Admirally, where TI 
was going to be ſatisfied of the truth, 
whatever 1t might be, informed me, 
with tears in his eyes, and I am ſure 
the information brought a flood of 
them into mine, “ that his and my 
© friend Walfingham was no more.“ 
He ſpoke to me in a very friendly 
manner; but what were words land 
returned home to ſuffer pangs that 


words could neither ſooth or de- 
ſcribe. 


A violent intermitting fever en- 
ſued, and J was more than once 
given over by the gentlemen of the 


faculty who attended me ;—indeed, 


it would have been a bleffing to me 
if I had not difappointed their expec- 
tations, and had funk into that lap 

of 
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of earth which is the only final re- 
fuge from human calamity. For 
when I returned to health, I found 


myſelf deſerted by every friend, — de- 


prived for ever of him, who, while 
he had lived would have enſured to 
me a ſtate of comfort, —and haſtening 
to that of hopeleſs penury. 


As for preſenting myſelf again to 
the world, I could not do it; I really 
loved Mr. Walſingbam, and his loſs 
was too freſh in my mind, to ſeek 
relief even for my growing diſtreſs, 
by ſeeking the protection of another. 
But in my forlorn ſituation, ſome- 
thing was to be done, or ſtarving 
muſt follow. I determined, there- 
fore, to apply to my needle for ſup- 
port, and exchange the miſerable 
means of ſubſiſtence which I had hi- 
1 therto 
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therto purſued for an honeſt and ac- 
tive induſtry, For this purpoſe I 
made application to a ſhop- keeper in 
the Borough to whom I had formerly 
been a very liberal cuſtomer, and 
he very readily undertook to give me 
as much work as would employ a 
dozen women if I could get them. 
I accordingly took a ſmall houſe for 
the purpoſe, where I kept a conſi- 
derable number of hands conſtantly 
at work, and acquired a very hand- 
ſome livelihood. Thus occupied, 
and getting forward by a mode of 
induſtry that was attended with 
every comfortable reflection, I be- 
gan to recover from the grief I had 


felt on the loſs of Mr. Walfingbam, 


and looked forward with infinite 
pleaſure, to that point of indepen- 
dence which I hoped to poſſeſs by a 


few 


few years continuance in that ſcene 
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of profitable labour in which I was 
now engaged, 


But proſperity, though it was 
in an humble circle, began to recall 
former notions; and my ſpirits, no 
longer oppreſſed by the more horrid 
evils of life, re-aſſumed their former 
empire. Indeed, I was encouraged 
to a renewal of my habitual un- 
lucky tricks, by the lively ſpirit of 
my fore-woman, who loved mif- 
chief as well as myſelf ; and many a 
lively, though I may add innocent 
prank we played, for our amuſement; 
though I do not believe that any one 
ſuffered materially by our vivacity. 


C HAP. 
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Give up my new induſirious Mode of Life and 
return to my old Courſes — Renew my acguaini- 
ance with Captain Sweedland— He is ordered 
to America, and I return to Lambeth— Again 
viſit Portſmouth and the Camps in the neigh= 
bour hood — Several Anecdotes that occured dur- 
ing my ſtay there — Form an acquaintance with 
a Mr. E there, and accompany him to. 
Liverpool by Water —Overtaken by a Storm, 
and very near being left. 


URING my abode at this little 

manſion of induſtry, I gene- 
rally carried the work that was finiſh- 
ed to my employer on a Saturday 
night; and on one of theſe Saturday- 
nights I was followed into the ſhop. 


by 
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an elderly gentleman, who bought 
ſeveral little articles, and trifled a. 
way time ' till my buſineſs was finiſh- 
ed, when he overtook me in the 
ſtreet, and deſired permiſſion to ac- 
company me to my lodgings. As 
he poſſeſſed the manners and appear- 
ance of a gentleman, I accepted his 
offer, and when we were fitting to- 
gether, he propoſed to allow me two 
guineas a week if I would permit him 
to viſit me; this offer I accepted, and 
was really happier than in the days 
of my moſt active gaity. 


But it was deſtined ſurely to be 
my lot, that nothing which pro- 
miſed ſtability, or propriety, ſhould 
laſt with me. Here was I at this 
time, in a ſtate of induſtrious ex- 
| ertion, not only ſupporting myſelf 
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comfort, but getting comparatively 
rich, and poſſeſſing what I never 
poſſeſſed before, the means of pre- 
{ent and future ſubſiſtence, without | 
| depending upon the follies or vices - | 

of the world. Here, however, I was 
not ſuffered long to be; for as one 
of my acquaintance, a Miſs James, 
was coming to ſee me, a Mr. Faws- 
cett, who was one of her acquain- 
tance happened to meet her, and 
this gentleman was known to Mr. 
Sweedland; ſo that the reader 
will eaſily diſcover' how the latter, 
gentleman, who had been for ſome 
time upon the hunt after me, found 
me out at laſt. | 


, 


It cannot be ſuppoſed that on his 
viſit to the whole-ſale ſempſtreſs, 
whom he had remembered ſuch a 


fine 
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fine and faſhionable figure, it was 
poſſible for him to refrain from jeer 
and jocularity. Indeed, he was 
very lively upon the ſubject of my 
Hop- ſbop; and in ſome humours and 
at n certain time of the day, he would 
moſt aſſuredly have thrown my ſtock 
of bodies, ſleeves and chitterlings 
out of the window. —But ſerious 
propoſals ſoon ſucceeded riot and 
rattle ; and once more, the miſera- 
ble, tempting, deluſive bait of a ſet- 
tlement was to plunge me into un- 
certainty and diſtreſs.— There was 
nothing, he ſaid, that man could do, 
that he would not do for me, if 1 
would quit my trade, and live once 
more with him. 


To this propoſition, though not 
without ſome reluctance and appre- 
Ng henſion, 
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henſion, I yielded my conſent ; and 
once again ſet forward in the track 
of public life.— In conſequence of 
this determination, I diſcharged all 
my work-women, ſold my furni- 
ture, got rid of my houſe, and accom- 
panied Mr. Sweedland to his apart- 
ments in WelPs-fireet, Oxſord. road. 
Here we remained for ſome time; and 
here I lived upon promiſes which 
were never fulfilled, and expectations 
as empty as the air; for it was not 
long before Mr. Sweedland received 
orders from his uncle, Sir Henry Clin- 
ion, to join his regiment in America; 
and this excellent friend, who had ' 
taken me from a comfortable ſubſiſt- 1 
ence by making ſhirte, now left me 
in a ſituation which promiſed nothing 
better than my being in a ſhort time 
without a hi to my back. | 
I do 


= 
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I do not know whether it has 
been ſo to others, but in my many 
ſeaſons of doubt and diſtreſs, Lam- 
beth has always proved an aſylum to 
me; and I now proceeded again to 
take up my abode there. My old 
friend Mrs. Leponear, recommended 
me as a widow to a Mrs. Henin, in 
Walcot-Place, in whom 1 found a 
pleaſing companion, and if I would 
have ſuffered her, ſhe would have 
been a very ſincere friend, 


I had not been long in this ſitua- 
tion before, in one of my walks, I 
was followed by a Mr. Beach, a per- 
ſon of conſiderable property, who 
lived in the neighbourhood ;—and 
after introducing himſelf with the 
common cChit-chat of ſuch an acci- 
dental meeting as ours, he expreſſed 


a very 
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a very anxious deſire to be admitted to 
an acquaintance of familiarity and 
good underſtanding. - But Mrs. He- 
nin was not of a nature ſufficiently 
practicable to admit of his viſits; ſo 
that in order to gratify his deſire of 
being occaſionally with me, he took 
an apartment in the ſame houſe. 
This part of our ſcheme was well 
managed, and ſomething advantage- 
ous to me might have ariſen from it, 
if our good landlady's ſcruples had 
not been in our way. For whether 
her ſuſpicion was of a general nature, 
or aroſe from ſome handſome pre- 
ſents which I had received from Mr. 
Beach, I cannot tell; but the good 


woman employed her vigilance fo 
effectually, as to render the principal 
deſign of his being her tenant, to all 


intents and purpoſes, abortive, 
VOL, IV. I At 
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At this time Mrs. Henin was con» 
tinually cautioning me againſt the 
arts of the other ſex; and it was 
ſometimes with the utmoſt difficulty 
that I could preſerve a ſerious coun- 
teuance, while ſhe was informing me 
upon a ſubject with which I was ſo 
entirely unacquainted. But this 
good lady had taken an uncommon 
fancy to me, and wiſhed to preſerve 
me from falling a prey to the falſe 
and flattering tongues of men ; and 
as ſhe thought idleneſs was one of the 
greateſt miſchiefs of life, and a pro- 
fitable profeſſion one of the beſt ſecu- 
rities againſt the temptations of it, 
ſhe offered to teach me her buſineſs, 
which was that of a mantua maker, 
and in which ſhe had acquired a 
very comfortable independence. 

4 


It 
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It might be thought, that after all 
the miſerable experience of my varie- 
gated life, I ſhould have been eager 
to embrace ſuch an opportunity of 
ſecuring myſelf from the future un- 
certainties of it; but there was an un- 
happy twiſt in my character, that 
would never ſuffer me to do any 
thing which was prudent or proper: 
nor, perhaps, will my whole life, 
which has been ſuch a tiſſue of fol- 
lies, afford a more ſtriking example 
of my truant diſpoſition, than that 
I ſhould turn my back upon ſuch a 
propoſal, in order to pay a viſit to 
Portfmonth, on the riſk of the caſual 
gain, which the circumſtance of a 
numerous fleet at Shit bead might af- 
ford me. But ſo it was I pretended 
to have received a letter from the 
wife of a lieutenant in the navy, who 
I 2 | was 
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was a relation, and wiſhed me to re- 
main with her during the abſence of 
her husband. In conſequence of 
this pretext, I packed up my clothes, 
took my leave of my good friend Mr. 
Beach, whom it was with difficulty 
I could prevent from accompanying 


me, and ſet off for Portſmouth. 


On my arrival there, I found that 
I was a day after the fair, for the 
fleet had failed the day before; but 

meeting accidentally with a Maſs 
Lytitleton, whom I formerly knew 
when ſhe lived with a Lord of that 
title, ſo well known in the gay, the 
gambling, and political world, ſhe 
very obligingly invited me to her 
lodgings, and propoſed my accompa- 
nying her to pay-a viſit to the camp 
in the neighbourhood. In the courſe 
of 


„ tay 
le 


of a day or two we ſet out on our ex- 
pedition, and in our way thither 
met an old friend, who had a ſmall 
pleaſant houſe in the neighbourhood 
of this ſeat of war; to which he, of 
courſe, invited me, and whoſe invi- 
tation I accepted. 


In this poſition I was not without 
collecting a conſiderable corps of 
admirers from the gentry of the 
cockade. A Mr. Robin, whom I cal- 
led Old Robin, was the firſt upon my 
liſt; but though he was very fond, 
he had not the means of making me 
faithful; ſo I left him for a Captain 
Gally; but I ſoon grew jealous of him, 
for he was fonder of the brandy bot- 
tle than he was of me. Several 
others made their pretenſions to my 
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good graces ; but the camp was poor, 
and, except Colonel Hay and Major 
Pelham, there was not a man in it 
whoſe tent poſſeſſed a temptation, 


This being the caſe, I determined 
to attach myſelf cloſely and ſolely 
to my obliging hoſt, Mr. E , and 
as his houſe was pleaſant as to its ſi- 
tuation, and warm as to its hoſpi- 
talities, I became very contented in 
the being miſtreſs of its keys and of 
its contents. Here I remained fome 
time, in the enjoyment of martial 
fights and rural amuſements, till my 
friend was obliged to make an ex- 
curſion to the weſt of Exgland. We 
accordingly ſet off for Exeter, and 
from thence proceeded to Plymouth. 
Here we took our paſſage for Liver. 
pool, where Mr. E—-— had buſineſs 

of. 
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of conſequence; but the winds and 
the waves paid very little attention 
to his concerns; for, after a very 
narrow eſcape from the rocks of 
Scilly, we were driven by a moſt 
violent gale into Waterford in Ireland. 
Here we remained about a fortnight, 
in anxious attendance upon à favour- 
able gale, and we put to ſea once 
more, to encounter another tempeſt; 
which, after blowing us about, and 
threatening us day after day with de- 
ſtruction, drove us away from our 
deſtined port. Indeed, we thought 
ourſelves happy in being able to 
make Milford Haven; and we had 
not been an hour on ſhore, when the 
veſſel went to the bottom; ſo that FE 
narrowly eſcaped the fate of my ever 
to be lamented friend, Commodore 
Ialfingham. | 

| I 4 | We 
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We now proceeded on our journey 
to Lancaſhire by land; and fo bad 
were the roads, and ſo many diffi- 
culties and dangers occurred from bad 
weather, croſs country ways, and 
rickety vehicles, that I thought it 
was my deſtiny to periſh in the courſe 
of this journey. However, at length 
we arrived ſafe at Liverpool, and Mr, 
E having an opportunity of 
going from thence to the Veſt Indies, 
gave up his intention of returning to 
London; and, making me a very 
handſome preſent, put me into the 
ſtage-coach, which brought me once 
more to the metropolis. | 


C HAP. 
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Return again to Lambeth—Enter into the Ser- 
vices of Lord Grofuenor—Take an Houſe in 
Lambeth Marſh as a Seraglio for his Lordſhip, 
and flock it with a curious Collection of Ladies, 

ſuitable to his Lord/hip's taſte—Account of his 
various Amours, which will give the Reader 
a trait of his Lord/hip's elegant Manners, and 
general Character; and afford ample Scope for 
ſerious Reflection to the virtuous Mind. 


I No ſooner arrived in London, than 
I paid a viſit to my friend Mrs, 
Leponear, who received me with 
great kindneſs, and adviſed me to 
take an houſe in her neighbourhood, 
and let it out in lodgings. This pro- 
je& I immediately attempted, but 
(2D 1s without 
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without ſucceſs; for there were but 
one kind of lodgings, or rather of 
lodgers, which I was calculated to 
ſuperintend, and I was not in a ſuffi- 
cient plight to undertake fuch a plan 


in the ſtyle which would alone pro- 


miſe advantage. I removed, there- 
fore, into town, and applied to Lord 
Groſvenor, not only for pecuniary aſ- 
ſiſtance, but ſage advice; and to do 
him juſtice, at that time he gave me 
both. In ſhort, he propoſed to ſet 
me up in ſome way of buſineſs, which 
would give me a general communi— 
cation with women, and by that 
means enable me to furniſh his paſ- 
ſion with occaſional novelty. As that 
faculty, however, was poſſeſſed by me 
without the aid of any exterior profeſ- 
ſion, I immediately entered into his 
Lordſhip's ſervice; but as his frequent 


viſits 


ANN SHELDON 203 


viſits gave the people with. whom 1 
lived, occafion to ſuſpect my calling, 


and his Lordſhip's practices, I re- 
turned again by his defire to Lam- 


betb, and took a houſe in the Marſb, 
where a hundred thouſand lords and 
commoners might have come daily 
and nightly, without notice or obſer- 
vation. 


With ſuch a maſter as I had in 
the noble lord, and ſuch a profeſſion- 
al activity as there was in myſelf,. 
it was not long before my houſe was 
as well ſtocked, both for number 
and variety, as even his lordſhip could 
wiſh for: — for the garret was inha- 
bited by pea- pickers, the firſt floor by 
a woman of elegance, —the par- 
lour by women ſervants, and the 
kitchen by a Negro wench,—But 

„ 
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even Lord Groſvenor might be ſatiat- 
ed, and my ſeraglio no longer afford- 
him any pleaſure. The truth was, 
that he had ſeen a perſon whoſe 
charms had won his attention and 
deſire from every other woman, and I 


was ſent for to Gro/venor-Syquare, in 


order to trace her out. The girl, 


it ſeems, had lived with Mrs. Wright, 


the celebrated artiſt, in Cockſpur- 


Street; and to this lady I addreſſed 
myſelf to be informed concerning her. 
— “ O, the hufley !” anſwered Mrs. 


Wright, ** the has been gone away this 


« fortnight ; and look, I pray you, 


here, Madam,” ſaid ſhe, taking 


me into the room where her wax- 


figures were placed — ſee, Madam, 


I beg you,“ continued ſhe, “ ſhe 


* has robbed: this lady of her cap, 


0 and that lady of her cardinal, 


1 I ſtripped 
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+ ſtripped Lord North of his blue 
«© ribbon, and Lord Chatham of his 
e tye-wig ;"'—ſo that, together with 
a diſpoſition to intrigue, you may 
imagine ſhe was not a perſon to be 
employed by me. — Mrs. Wright 
would have engaged me in conver- 
ſation about politics and the Ameri- 
can war; but, as I had buſineſs of a 
very different nature, I took my 
leave, and returned to acquaint Lord 
Groſvenor of the event of my expe- 
dition. 


This, however, did not ſatisfy 
him, and half London did I hunt 


over, in order-to make a diſcovery of 


Miſs ; but ſhe was not to be diſco- 


vered: I had, indeed, once got upou 
the ſcent of her, which led me to a 
waſher-woman, in a filthy ally, 
and 
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and there I loſt it. It appeared, 
that ſhe was gone into the country, 
or rather had quitted it thus ſo keen 
a ſportman as Lord Grofvenor, and 
fuch a well bred terrier as myſelf, 
were baffled by her. 


\ 


But new game was ſtarted, and 


his lordſhip had diſcovered and learn- 


ed the addreſs of two new beauties, 
whom he had met on Weſtmimſter- 
Bridge. To theſe lovely objects of 
his anxious paſſion we were to pay 
a viſit and, in what may be called 
a blind alley, in a dirty part of Meſt- 
minſter, we found theſe amiable per- 
ſonages. Their dreſs, —if dreſs it 
could be called, - was a glaring diſ- 
play of patch work; and, in the 
true ſpirit of coquetry, as they had 
handſome legs and pretty feet, they 
did 
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did not chuſe to hide them with 
thoes and ſtockings ; in their hands. 
they bore a few glittering hat-pins, 
which ſeemed to be intended rather 
as a cloke to begging, than. a means 
of livelihood; an old woman at her 
waſhing tub, and a ſoldier aſleep on. 
the floor, with a firelock by his ſide, 
completed the groupe. After a little 
converſation, we partook of a pot 
of porter with theſe elegant people, 
and then took our leave, though 
both his lordſhip and myſelf found 
that we had been gainers by the 
viſit; for I carried home thouſands 
upon me, and, I believe, the gallant 
peer was as well attended to his 
hotel in Groſvenor- Square, as I was 
to my cottage at Lambeth. 


Still 
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Still, however, his lordſhip was 
hankering after theſe two little mi- 
ſerable doxies; and I had another 
meeting with them by his deſire, but 

in the open air, when J ſoon diſco- 
vered that they were every thing but 
| what his Lordſhip wiſhed them to 
| be. | 


| I had now another agreeable em- 
| _ _ baſly, which was to go to an houſe 
near Coventry-ſtreet, and entertain two 
i ladies, the one coal black, and the 
7 , © other Mulatto brown, whom his Lord- 
| ſhip had appointed to meet him at a 
| certain hour; and as he could not 
| be there at the time he had mention- 
ed, he deſired me to go in order to 
| keep them in good humour till he 
| could get rid of his buſineſs, and 
come to the African rendezvous. | 
þ 52 I went 
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I went to pay this viſit with all the 


conſcious ſuperiority which a fair 


ikin gave me over a ſooty complec- 


tion; but I found myſelf moſt won- 
derfully miſtaken; for in all my con- 
verſation with the - vain and the 
fooliſh of my own ſex, I never found 
any whoſe airs were ſo numerous, and 
whoſe impertinence was ſo offenſive, 
as theſe fable daughters of pleaſure: 
They did not underſtand that any 
man, be he noble or otherwiſe, ſhould 
dare to make them wait ;—and when 
I offered, by way of' ſoothing their 
impatience, to regale them with 
whatever the houſe afforded, they 


treated my offer with contempt, and. 


myſelf with no great civility. 


At length, however, his Lordſhip 
arrived, and went up ſtairs, where 
they 


— —— — — A ! — — — —— — 


* 
{ 
l 
1 


ey came acroſs his Lordſhip, I cannot 
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had not been long before I overheard 
very high words between the parties, 
which ſoon. ended in Lord G—— 
coming down ſtairs, as if he appre- 
hended ſomething diſagreeable might 
overtake him; and beckoning me as. 
he paſled, I did not heſitate to exerciſe 
all my expedition in following him; 
but we had no opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing together till we got to the Meros, 
where he ſeemed horribly aſhamed of 
his aſſignation with people, as he 
ſaid, whoſe manners were as black 
as themſelves. 


How this fit of momentary delica- 


tell; for he certainly was-not in the 
habit of feeling compunction at the 
very low career of his amours. Nay, 
the very next day he ſent to defi.e, | 
that I would. collect a group of pea- 
TE pickers 
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prekers for his choice, and my garrets 
were inſtantly furniſhed with a tribe 
of them for the noble Lord's inſpec- 


tion, But when he arrived in order to 


throw his handkerchief, he met a 
genteel young woman at my door, 


and J was inſtantly deſired to detain 


her. 


This perſon was very well edu- 


cated, and in every reſpect but one, 


highly qualified to be the companion 
of more elevated ſentiments, and 
more poliſhed manners, than the no- 
bleman who now ſolicited her re- 
gard. The defect was of no ill con- 


ſequence; indeed, it ſometimes ſerved 


for their amuſement, but it had been, 


at other times, extremely obnoxious. 
to herſelf. This was nothing more or 


leſs, than an habit of telling the 
| moſt 


— — — — — — . — 
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moſt extraordinary and unmeaning 
lies that can be conceived. 
| 3 
| | Knowing her failing, and think. 
i ing that her connection with Lord 
GSroſvenor might be ſerviceable to her, 
I called her aſide, and entreated her, 
for her own ſake, to be cautious in 
her converſation with him; but the 
father of lies had touched her lips 
—and in the firſt ten minutes, ſhe 
informed her noble admirer'that ſhe 
once had a dog, who, whenever ſhe 
was poor, uſed to go out, and bring 
her home conſtantly an half-crown- 
piece in his mouth. Lord Groſvenor 
began to open his eyes a little at this 
ſtory ; but when ſhe added, that her 
father alſo had a white aſs whoſe tail 
trailed a yard vpon the ground, 1 
thought he, — not meaning the aſs,— 
ONE, but 


- * 
— 2 


— 5 — 2 "TT — — 2 hs 
_ — * aa” ate 3 


— — 
—— ——— ͤ—1᷑ꝛ 
— 

. 


* 
5 
" 
- 
4 


1 
9 
4 
0 1 
1 
FF 
1 
bt | 
a 


RR £44 . Fr — — — — 


25 AA 


ANN SHELDON. 213 


but his Lordſhip, would never have 
ſhut his mouth from laughing.— 
However, he took her home with 
him in his coach, and I ſaw him no 
more till ſhe had mounted her ta- 
ther's white jack-aſs, or ſome other, 
and was gone off — and I believe 
the noble Lord has never ſeen her 
ſince. 


Indeed, after this period, I re- 
ceived very few viſits from his Lord- 
ſhip—nor did he ever fulfil any of 
his promiſes to me. After all the 
trouble he had given, his memory 
failed him in the rewards that he had 
declared ſhould follow it; but made 
good the words of poor Mr. i/Walfing- 
ham, who uſed to obſerve, that his 
generoſity was by no means brilliant; 
and Lord Bateman, for once in his 

Ine, 
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life, adviſed me well, in recommend. 
ing me to have nothing to do with 


Grofoenor. ** Nobody will tempt you, 


ſaid he, with ſuch fine promiſes, and 
no one will be ſo backward in per- 
forming them. - He will bid you, 
continued he, to hire an houſe, and 
it ſhall be furniſhed at his expence 
without delay ; but no ſooner is the 
houſe got, than he wall refuſe to put 
a ſcraper at- the door,—to give you a 
ruſh-bottom chair to ſit on, —or even 
to purchaſe a penny-worth of ſand 
to ſtre in your paſlage.” 


Being thus forſaken, -1 took in 


| lodgers and boatders,—but I found 


that lodging and boarding ſuch peo: 
ple as T had to do with, would ſoon 
convey me to a lodging where | 
ſhould have no boarding, J deter- 

4268 | mined 
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mined to apply to Lord Bateman to 
give me ſome aſſiſtance. I rather 
conceived that I had fome claim up- 
on that nobleman ; for though I am 
ready to acknowledge his former 
bounty to me, yet ſtill he was the 
cauſe of my neglecting thoſe who 
would have provided for me, and it 
was in conſequence of his promiſes 
that I turned my back upon more 
than one ſettlement for life. 


I therefore waited upon him with 
ſome confidence in his Juſtice and for- 
mer partiality for me; but after re- 
cciving me with great apparent ſatis- 
faction, and rejoicing that I was ſtill 
, alive for he had been informed, as 


\ he. ſaid, that LI had long been dead, 
[ —he began to wonder that I who 
a had received ſo much money from 
d | him, 
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him, ſhould now preſent myTelf to 
aſk for more.—However, ſaid he, I 


will call upon you one of theſe days, 


—and holding a guinea between his 
thumb and finger, he added, I might 
take that if I pleaſed, but if I was 
above it, he would return the coin 
into his pocket. However, I thought 
that was better than nothing, and 
took it as the laſt, of at leaſt five 
thouſand that I had at different times 
received from him. As for his call- 


ing upon me, I well knew that he 


never intended to do it ; and return- 
ed home ruminating on the pirl's 
ſtory, the white jack-aſs with its 


long tail, —convinced that there were 


Lords in this great town who had as 


few ſcruples about lying as herſelf. 


I now 
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I now too plainly diſcovered what 
I ought to have known long before, 
that my old friends had all abandoned 
me; and I was therefore obliged to 
keep body and ſoul together, and it 
would ſcarce do that, by continu- 
ing to make the moſt of my houſe ; 
and by living upon nothing, being 
my own ſervant, ſcrubbing my own 


floor, and waſhing down my own 


ſtairs—I did contnve to exiſt ; but 


even that exiſtence began now to be 
be diminiſhed, from a ſevere illneſs - 


which threatened the life of my 
father, by affording him every aſſiſt- 
ance in my power during his illneſs, 
with all the' means that might alle- 


viate and finally ſubdue it. But a 


more potent phyſician than myſelf 
cured all his pains at once—and the 
{ceing him decently placed in the 

5 EP houſe 
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houſe which nature has provided for 
her children, bore away ſome of my 
| beſt cloaths to the pawnbroker, and 
ſome of my beſt furniture to the up. 
holſterer. But my heart was not ſo 
| callous as to be inſenſible to the dif- 
| ference between misfortune ariſing 
| from folly, and misfortune proceed- 
ing from duty.—Nor am I ſo deſti- 
tute of ſerious reflection as not to feel 
an infinite ſatisfaction at the perform- 
anceof this laſt act of filial regard; 
I feel it as a ſupport, —as poſſeſſing a 
kind of redeeming power, and, in 
{ many a moment of dejection and 
} diſtreſs, . I have looked towards it, 
and received conſolation, | 


- 
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HA Remarkable Circumſtance of a Lady who took 
Lodgings of me—the extraordinary Manner | 
of her quitting them, leaving a Manuſcript | 
Fragment, which is ſuppoſed to be a Sketch of 
the Hiſtory of her own Life; and being thought 
worthy the Public Eye, is here introduced—The 
conclufton of the Work. 


AT this time, 1 remember it was 
on a Sunday morning, that a 
very well looking woman, very 
faſhionably dreſſed, came to my door 
in an hackney coach with a ſmall 
i and enquired if ſhe could | 
2 : have 
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have an apartment in my houſe, —as 
ſhe was in extreme good feather, 
and had all the appearance of plenty, 
I did not heſitate to receive her. She 
agreed to give me three guineas a 
week for my firſt floor, and to be 
ſerved with breakfaſt, dinner and 
tea; and paying me as the did, for 

a fortnight in advance, ſhe was a 
very welcome viſitant. 


_—— 


During her ſtay, which was only 
ten days, ſhe never went out of doors, 
nor ſcarce ever quitted her room; 
and though when I waited upon her 
in the morning to know her com- 

mands, ſhe had always ſomething 
 good-humoured and cheerful to ſay 
to me, ſhe never asked me to come 
and fit with her, and gave conſtant 

orders if any one ſhould enquire after 
her, 
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her, that ſhe ſhould be denied. 
Though ſhe ſaw no one, and lived 
the life of a recluſe, ſhe was every 
morning at her toilette for at leaſt a 
couple of hours, and was as well 
drefled every day as if ſhe was to 
appear in the firſt circles of faſhion- 
able life. 


She was certainly a woman of 
education, her manners and conver- 
fation both announced it; and the 
reader will, I believe, be of the ſama 
opinion, when he has peruſed tha 
following pages of this volume, in 
which her hiſtory is written. I 
make no pretence to literature myx- 
{elf, or to judge of it in others; but 
I believe her to have been no un- 
common adept in the different bran- 
ches of it.— She certainly read the 

K 3 French 
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French and Halls languages, freed 
the manner of her ſinging, to which 
I] éuſed to liſten with pleaſure; the 
had been inſtructed, without doubt 
by the beft maſters, and the know- 
ledge of her own language, with 
the application of it to the purpoſes 
of domeſtic hiſtory, has been ac- 
knowledged by thoſe to whom I have 
| ſhewn her manuſcripts, to be of 2 
ſuperior nature. 


Who ſhe was, or with whom 
connected, —what was the hiftory 
3 E life, any further than her 
n writing relates, which may 


not, after all, be an account of her- 
ſelf, what has ſince been become 
of her, I know no more than what 
1 have here communicated ; nor am 
J better qualified then another to 

5 | form 
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form a judgment of her myſterious 
life. 

She, one morning, after having 
been with me ten days, ordered an 


hackney coach to be called, and took 


her portmanteau with her, but gave 
me every reaſon to expect her return 
in the evening; however, inſtead of 
the lady I received the following note 
by the penuy-poſt. 


Wedneſday-noon. 


4 aqua, 
« It was my intentlon to 
hy haye returned to you this evening, 


« but my life is not governed by 


e common circumſtances ; and ſome 
„% of them have occurred, which 
8 will prevent my reviſiting your 
K 4 6« houſe, 
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houſe, or perhaps, ever ſeeing 
you again, I therefore, inform 
you, that the apartment I lately 
occupied, is free for a new tenant ; 
and with my ſincere thanks to you 
for your obliging attentions while 
I was beneath your roof, as well 
as with my beſt wiſhes for your 


proſperity, I conclude my ſelf, 


Your moſt bumble a 


CE A. Bo 


1 There are a few books, &c. which 


1 ] believe- are ſcattered about 


* the room; not being very anx- 
& ous about them, I ſhall leave 
„ them to any purpoſe to which 


_ you Rap think proper to apply 


« them.” 


4 6; 4 
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Theſe books conſiſted of a volume 
of Blair's Sermons, and half a dozen 
French and J[tahan ath ors — but 
among them, there was a manu- 
ſcript, written in rather a careleſs 
but very intelligible manner. My 
curioſity naturally led me to exa- 
mine the ſheets which compoſed it; 
and it is not only my own opinion, 
but that of many others, ſome of 
whom poſleſs names that would al- 


moſt command ſubmiſſion to their 
judgment, that as far as it goes, this 
Manuſcript is an hiſtory of this lady's 


life; and as the. circumſtance of its 
coming into. my poſſeſſion, is a ſin- 
gular part of mine ] ſhall not heſi- 
tate to add it to this work, of which, 

Lam afraid, it will form the moſt in- 


tereſting part. It "cankfts rather, of 


detached: parts and flights of relation 
COTE 1 1 and 
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and ſentiment, than ofa regular ſuc- 
ceſſive ſtory ; and as it is written, 
ſo it is printed ; and its peculiarities 
are as correctly tepreſented as the 
language of which it is compoſed. 


The Manuſcript. 


* The tiſſue of my life was wove 
in a loom which never produced one 
of a fimilar pattern and texture, 1 
have never known the preflures of 
penury, or the debility of diſeaſe; but 
nevertheleſs, I have been the Have 
of wayward fortune, hurried away 
by the guſts of paſſion, heated by 
| deſires, and chilled by diſappoint- 

. | e 


No one ever felt more ſeverely 
| hen myſelf the paſſion of love, not 
I the 
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the rage of jealouſy.—I have not 


ſtabbed a rival to the heart, but I] 
have done worſe, — I have planted 
ſorrow there,—and watered the ſoil 
with the tears of hypocritic friend- 
ſhip, —that it might grow, . 
and torture. 


„In ſhort, what have I not done } 
that love could do; what have I left 


e that revenge could * 
form? 


* But Ihave had a tear for afflicti- 
on, and a ſigh for anguiſh, and relief 
for the diſtreſſed; for while the 
curſe was ever ready for the object of 
my hate, — bleſſings were ready to 


obey the ſummons af thoſe I loved. 


60 There 
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There was no medium in my na- 
ture. Good and ill,. vice and virtue, 
— rage and gentleneſs, — folly and 

wiſdom, were not mingled together 
in my charaQer as they are in that. of 
others, but poſſeſſed their diſtin 
hours and poſitions. I was never in 
a compound ſtate, I Was either the 
worlt, or the beſt in the world; and 
very frequently the ſame hour, ſaw 
me both the one and the other ;—] 
was either a good or an evil ſpirit, 
and the predominanceof events threw 
over me the raiment of à ſable, or 
celeftial colour. | 


« Tcan- ſcarce fay that I was a 
daughter, for I never knew my fa- 
ther, the. woman, who I beheve 
"I brought 
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brought me into the world, never 
ſuffered me to call her mother. 


% J have been a wife, —gracious 
heaven I— that 1 muſt, in writing 
this hiſtory, paſs through ſuch a 


dark and diſmal paſſage, - that I can- 
not in juſtiee to truth and to myſelf, 


throw a veil over a ſcene of miſery 
that ſcarce knows a parallel, and 
which, if I had not that pride of re- 
venge which makes its votary, or 
I ſhould rather ſay, its victim, ſu- 
perior to the ills of life, would not 
have left me ſtrength to have given 
the ge 8 it. 


1 | 7 9 
mag hive been a end and nere 
is another fatal ſtory, for from that 
point of life's compaſs which ought 
to beſtow the balm for ſorrow, and 
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the anodyne for pain, I received a 
dagger,—and I never look to friend- 
ſhip, but the ſame viſion beckons. 
me, which called the Northern 
YThane to the fatal deed that ſent 


Duncan to his grave. 


T I am, alas! alas !—1 am a mo- 
ther : and if ever the moiſture ſteals 
into my eye it is on that reflection. 
In the ſame hour I bore two lovely 
boys,—at the ſame moment the lit- 
tle cherubs have milked my breaſts, 
and the two-fold rapture of a mo- 
ther warmed my heart. They yet 
live, but know not to whom they 
owe their life or their allotment. 


« Of my birth I know nothing, 
and of my parentage Iknow but lit- 
tle, and that it bane from conjecture.” _ 


40 My 
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„% My memory ſerves me not to 


recollect any one but the lady who 
educated me, and though. I am per- 
ſuaded the was my mother, as well 
from her tender care of me, as the 
very ſtriking reſemblance I bore to 
her, yet for reaſons, which I could 
never fathom, ſhe would never ſuf- 
fer me to call her by that affectionate 
name, and” while, the exerciſed all 
the duties, and practiſed all the Kind- 
neſs of a parent, the repreſented her- 
ſelf merely: as the friend of an or- 
phan whoſe mother was her darling 
friend, and of whoſe dying anxieties 
the had promiſed to ſupply her de» 
parting care to me. Sometimes ſhe 
would hint that I was related to the 
higheſt rauk in the kingdom, andlittle 
cireumſtances would continually eſ- 


cape her, which, when they were 
cob 
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collected together, convinced me 
| that ſhe believed I was an illegitimate | 
| relation of the royal family. She 
' - once, I remember ſaid, When her 
im fiſter, who: came occaſionally to viſit 
her, was admiring my auburn locks, 
„I wiſh her hair had been flaxen, 
| % and her eye-brows. white, and 
„ then they, perhaps, would be 
* made to believe the truth, which 
they now pretend to doubt.” 


% Theſe, and a variety of ſimilar 
obſervations, I uſed occaſionally. to 
hear, without applying them to any 
purpoſe of information; but from 
circumſtances: which have ſince hap» 
pened, and inſtruction which I have 
fince received, T have every reaſon to 
believe that Jam related in a certain 
kind of collateral degree to the Roy- 
al Family, us, that 1 am the natu- 
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ral daughter of the late Duke of 


York, the brother of his prefent 


Majeſty. 


«© My education was of the beſt 
kind, nor was any expence ſpared to 
qualify me for appearing in the firſt 
circles of ſociety. Languages, mu- 
fic, dancing, painting, and the lefler, 
but more uſeful accompliſhments of 
needle-work, &c. were attained by 
me 1n an uncommon degree of per- 
fection, at a very early period. They 
were intended to introduce me into 
ſome employment or ſtation in the fa- 


mily to which I was a partial rela- 


tion; and had my mother, for I will 
call her by that name, I ſay, had my 


mother lived, ſhe intended to have 


accompanied me to &. Fames's, if no 
better means could have been adopt- 
e 
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ed, and have prefented a memorial to 
his Majeſty, ſtating the citreum- 
ſtances of my birth, with the docu- 
ments neceſſary to give them authen- 
ticity; at the ſame time repreſent- 
ing the attainments I poſſeſſed, and 
aſking ſupport and protection for me, 
But the time for putting this ſcheme 
in execution never arrived. My mo- 
ther, for I will call her by that name, 
did not live to do that kindneſs for 
her child, 


« About a year before her death ſhe 
took me to Liſe, in Flanders, in or- 
der to give a poliſh to ſome part of 
my education. Here we ſtayed ſome 
months, and then removed to St. 
Omer's. A young man of faſhion, 
who was an officer in the regiment of 


; then in garriſon at Lie, 
hap pened 


* A 
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happened to lodge in the ſame Houſe 
with us, aud a general communica» 
tion of civilities ſoon ripened into an 
intimacy, which produced a moſt 
ardent, but reſpe&ful paſſion, on his 


part, for me. 


«© As my views in life had been di- 
rected to an home ſettlement, and as 
my inchnations, ſome how or other, 
were not in train to be partial to a 
French lover, he received no encou- 
ragement from me; — and my mo- 
ther, who regarded me with a never 
ceaſing vigilance, was continually en- 
couraging my natural prejudices in 
favour of my native country. 


But he was ſtricken deep, and of 
an age when hope and fancy com- 
bine to caſt down every obſtacle be- 


tween 
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tween us and the object of our 
happineſs. He was the only ſon of 
a rich and noble family, —He had an 
uncle who was a Biſhop, . and an 
aunt who was the head of an Abbey. 
Nevertheleſs, he thought it not im- 
poſſible that he ſhould reconcile his 
family to a marriage with an Eug- 
hih woman of no fortune, of un- 
certain birth, and of - a rehgion 
averſe to his own. 'This dream of a 
love-ſtricken fancy, he had com- 
municated to my mother. She com- 


bated it with all her power, and 


though the had prevented his mak- 
ing any declaration to me, ſhe 
thought it right to quit a ſituation 
which might be attended with dan- 
ger; and we therefore removed to 
St. Omer's, where we | remained 
about three months, the laſt fort- 
g night 
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night of which Monſ. de PEER 
contrived to join us, and his arrival 


there haſtened our return to Eng- 
land. 


4 Monſieur de ——— was of a 


figure, manner, and mind to capti- 


vate any woman, and though his at- 
tentions had not made any ſenſible 
impreſſion on my heart while he was 
continually with us, I had not long 
been in my own country, before I 
began to feel that it looked for its 
molt pleaſig _ of reflection to 
another. 

«© On a compariſon with the very 
few men I now ſaw, Mr. de 


| always bore away the palm in my 


opinion; and as my mind rather che- 
riſhed the idea of his ſuperiority, 
that 
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that paſſion inſenſibly enereaſed, 
which has been ſince attended with 
ſuch ſad circumſtances of affliction 
and calamity, 


4 Here then 1 Am, or commence 
the narration of that hiſtory which 
began in rapture the rapture of one 
ſhort year, and has ever ſince been 
diſcoloured with ſuch a variety of 
melancholy events as have ſeldom 

combined to agitate and convulſe the 
human heart. —How they have agi- 
tated, and how they have con vulſed 
mine will be the buſineſs of the fol- 
lowing. pages to explain, if I ſhould 
have reſolution to travel over the path 
with my remembrance—the path 

in which foul fortune has led me. 


% ” 
- * . 
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„ The death of my mother was 
the firſt affliction I. ever felt; 
ſhe expired in her chair - without 
explaining that part of my hiſtory 
which it certainly was her intention 


to have unfolded to me without 


having a few minutes of ſenſe and 
ſtrength to inſtruct me in the future 
courſe of my life, —and without giv- 
ing me a parting bleſſing to conſole 
me in a moment when 1 ſtood in ſo 
much need of conſolation. 


Her ſiſter immediately took poſ- 


ſeſſion of her effects - gave the ne- 


ceſſary orders for the conduct of her 


funeral, and transferred me to her 


care, which, without being ſuch as 
I had any reaſon to diſapprove, was 


not of the fame. kind as that which I 
had ſo larly expetiencrderlndends 
; had 


1 
— - —— — 
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had I been formed as other young 
women were, I ſhould have preferred 
my new to my former fituation ; for 
I was now no longer hid from the 
world, and confined to continual in- 
ſtruction and improvement; on the 
contrary, I was indulged with an en- 
tire liberty of conduct. My maſters 
were all diſmiſſed, for inſtead of 
gaining additional accompliſhments, 
I was, it ſeems, to diſcover thoſe ! 
had to the world; and I was ſoon hur- 
ried into as much of the buſtle of it, 
as was ſuited to the circumſtances of 
the lady who had now taken a guar- 
dianſhip over me, 


But though the poſition of my 
life was changed, its myſtery was 
not unveiled. My mother's papers 
were never granted to my reiterated 


8 * 
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requeſts; and whenever I aſked for 
an explanation of my concealed hiſ- 
tory, I was recommended to patience 
and the courſe of events. 


% My preſent guardian did not 
wiſh, like her predeceſſor, to keep me 
back from inſpection; and the public 
places were at this time very much 
frequented by us. I may now ſay, 
when my bloom is paſled, and forrow : 
has planted its wrinkles on my coun- 
tenance, that I was then poſſeſſed of 
attractive graces, and that, where - 
ever I went, the eye of admiration 


was upon me. Enquiries were made 


concerning me, and thoſe enquiries - 

were encouraged where they ought to 

have been ſuppreſſed. However, I 

ſhall haſten to the period that ſnatch- 

ed me from what I have ſince conſi- 
| * dered 
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| dered as a ſituation of danger, though 
| I was then inſenſible to it. In the 
| early part of the Vauxhall ſeaſon, we 
met Monfieur de , my French 
admirer, (for whom I have already 
mentioned a growing partiality,) at 
that place of public diverſion. He 
| did not hefitate to join our party, 
and ſoon had an opportunity to tell 
me that I was the object of his jour- 
ney, and that there was no proof he 
was not ready to give me of the ſin- 
cerity and honour of his paſſion. 


In ſhort, he had permiſſion to vi- 
fit me as encouraged in his atten- 
tions to me—and ſoon changed the 

principle impreſſions he had made 
upon my heart into a conqueſt of it. 
He won my conſent to aſłk me in 
marriage, of the only perſon in the 

| world 
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World who had any connections with 
me—and ſhe was too forward to 
grant it. 

In this ſituation I need not add, 
that we were married, and I. was for 
a ſhort period the happieſt, of human 
beings. In this imprudent act, Mon- 
ſieur de —— was governed by the 
impetuoſity of his paſſion; and my 
inexperience was not corrected by the 
only perſon whoſe duty it was, as I 
now kuow, to watch over my well- 
being, but whoſe mind and intereſt 
led her to be intentionally careleſs of 
my honour and my happineſs. 


* Thad no doubt but that I ſhould 
find protection and fondneſs from 
the relations of my husband —and I 
accompanied him to France with all 

L 2 | the 
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the delight that naturally waited 
upon ſuch an expectation. But what 
will the future readers of my life ima- 
gine (if they have imagination ſuf- 
ficient,) were my feelings, when I 
found, after much evaſion, and fome- 
thing like perſonal ill treatment from 
my husband, that the marriage, 
though ſolemnized according to the 

, rites of the Church of England, was 
not conſidered as legal by the laws of 
France; and that I was not only re- 
fuſed a reception among my huſ- 
band's relations, but was publicly 
declared by them to be no mare than 
his concubine while the child I bore 
in my womb was refuſed, by antici- 
pation, to be acknowledged as a legi- 
timate offspring, I had a tender 
heart but ] poſſeſſed alſo a haughty 
ſpirit and the purpoſes which their 
N combined 
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combined influence led me to exc- 
cute, ſhould be written in blood. 


« Another day muſt be charged 
with the ſad task of telling that tale, 
which will melt the flinty boſom — 
check every impulſe of joy—appall 
the good—and make credulity itſelf 
heſitate at belief. 


< Another day anal be provided 
for this work | 


A 


ELIT ELETETS 


- 


Here ends this 'manuſcript—of 
which the reader is now as well qua- 
lified to Judge as myſelf—and here 
alſo will end the career of my bio- 


graphy. - 


* 
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N 
CONCLUSION. 4 


, 


Since this period my time has been 
paſſed in occupations which it would 
not be amuſing for me to repeat; 
and in the experience of diſtreſs 
which, were I to make known, would 
not, TI fear, find any r ſhare of 
commiſeration. e 


As for covering a ſcore of pages 
with reflections on the feverith plea- 
ſures—the ſucceſſive reverſes, and the 

final : ſcene of meretricious life— 
that, though an eaſy taſk, ſhall not 


be mane. 


— ů 
' 


This hiſtory, however, i is not deſ. 
titute of inſtruction to my own, as 
892 well 
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well as to the other ſex. It offers 2. 
profitable leſſon to them both. After 
having diſſipated upwards of forty 
thouſand pounds, the mercenary re- 
ward of proſtitution, I have experi- 
enced every mortification of neglect 
and contempt :—l have ſuffered the 
very ſevere preſſures of varied adver- 
ſity, —But I truſt that my follies, 
which, in their acting, brought me 
to my preſent ſtate of humility, will, 
by their hiſtory, which T now pre- 
fent to the public, in ſome meaſure 
relieve me from it. 


' 
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